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THe New Year—1847.—May it be fruitful in b!es- 
sings upon all. We would that more than mere ‘‘com- 
jiments of the season,” may be showered upon our 
friends and patrons, unlimited by the days of a passing 


ear. 
Astrulogers and sooth sayers have noticed a few of the 
uliarities of the new year. It comes in on Friday and 

ends on Fridav—ominous cays in the calendars of su- 

rstiion. The Patriot is consoled, however, by 
fading that the 4th of July is to fall upon the Christian 
Sabbath—an indication it is hoped of rest to the troubled 
elements. Astronomers have noticed the peculiarity, 
that February this year, will have no full moon,—a sad 
deficiency in the fixtures of periods,seeing that the months 
were all originally designated to mark lunar evolutions, 
anda month cannot fairly be a month without a new 
moon. January and March of this year, have each two 
new moons, Which are more than they should be equita- 
bly entitled to. But more especially, according to old 
German tradition, what they call ‘the nineteenth year,” 
—recursin 1847. Tie appellation is no doubt derived 
from the Lunar Cycle, or Golden Number, a revolution of 
nineteen years, in which time the conjunctions, opposi- 
tions, and other aspects of the moon, occur within an 
hour a.d a halt of the same month, day and heur, they 
occurred nineteen years before 

The last “nineteenth year,” it seems was memorable 
for having the mildest winter within the recollection of 
that venerable authority, **the oldest inhahitant;” reform- 
ers of the day decry all idea of junar influences, yet a 
lingering nowon that the faithful attendant upon the earth 
does exeicise certain influences, is entertained by a ma- 
jority of mankind. Judging from the experience we have 
ad so far, especially since the commencement of Christ- 
mas holidays, we shall have as mild a winter of this, as 
the eycle has ever brought round. New Year's Day, in 
temperature and aspect, was a May-day, rather than a 
January day. Clear sunshine, a balmy south-east 
breeze, and the thermometer at 59°. Fires were dis- 
pensed with and windows opened. The last ten days, 
though immediately following the winter solstice, have 
been mild and beautiful. Ice merchants must look 
sharp, to provide for the coming August. 





Unirep States Revenve.— We confess ourselves dis* 
appointed at the proceeds of the customs, during the 
month in which the new tarilf has been in operation.— 
The general impression was, that so svon as the new 
tariff reduced the duties, a large amount of goods retain- 
ed in the public warehouses under the operation of the 
warehouse system, adopted last session of congress, for 
thatevent, would be entered, and consequently that a 
large amount of duties would be received. ‘The estimate 
was, that nearly two millions would be received at New 
York within the month of December. On the contrary, 
the receipts have but very little exceeded the receipts of 
the corresponding mouth of 1845: 

Receipts during the four weeks of Dec. 1846, $1,045 539 
do. do. do. Dec. 1845, 938,655 
_ Showing a difference of only $106,934 

_The importations have not been so heavy as was anti- 
cipated. We learn from undoubted aathority, that the 
Prices at which goods have been sold or sacrificed in 
this country during the last few months, have deterred 
lureign merchants from adventuring their goods to a mar- 

et where such losses were to be apprehended. The 
dread is, that purchasers here will be received and una- 

le to pay for goods, whilst submitting to such sacrifices. 
ur own merchants have been cantious in ordering 
goods for obvious reasons, and hence the falling off from 
anticipated revenues. ‘I'he revenue received at New 
ork during the year 1846, is about one million less than 
Was received in 1845. 


— 
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WAR WITH MEXICO. 


ee 








Aceounts from Mexico state, that the British gov- 
ernment have withdrawn their offer to mediate for 
a between that government and the government 
“ ¢ United States, in consequence of the gavern- 
went of the latter expressing an indisposition to such 
Mlerference, 


From the Pacific we have nothing new this week 
entitled to credit. 
; rom the division of our army under Gen. Kear- 
i ne (rom that under Gen. Wool we have noth 
§ 'aler than was given in our last number. 
the uD army of occupation our latest dates are to 
ton ec. Gen. Taylor is represented in some of the 
it dives Preparing to march fron Monterey with 
wane in the direction of Victoria, and the 
the lth’ expressed that he would quit Monterey by 
wil sey 12th of Dee. _ Other letters say that he 
Washi Or more explicit orders or authority from 
ry before undertaking to move. 


o). WM. Bre. 18. 


Of the character that the war is rapidly assuming 


we may judge by the following extracts. 

Deserlions from the American army.—A correspon- 
dent of the New Orleans Tropic, writing from Mon. 
terey on the 27th ultimo, says: “This morning three 
Mexicans were arrested on a charge of trying to in 
duce some of our men (o desert. One of them is the son 
of the Alcalde, and [ think it will go hard with them. 
Gen. Taylor was in town, and told them that unless 
some three or four men, who had been seduced off, 
were brought back ina given time,he would hang 
them in the Plaza. This business induced me to 
make inquiry as to the number of men who had de- 
serted fro:n our ranks, and was told that not less 
than fifty had gone over to the enemy since the ca- 
pitulation of Monterey; but I aim proud to state 
that none of them were native-born Americans.” 

Guerilla war commenced. A correspondent of the N. 
Orleans Delta, writes from Monterey, Dec. 1, 1846. 
“The war between the Kentuckeyians and Mex- 
icans, as it is familiarly termed, has created no lit- 
tle excitement both in town and in camp. It is 
thonght that not less than forty Mexicans have been 
killed within the last five days, fifteen of whom, it 
is said, were killed in one day, and withia the scope 
of one nile. From this you will see that the boys 
are determined to have and to take revenze for the 
assassination of their comrades.” 

The trial of the Alcalde’s son and the others ac- 
cused of tampering with the soldiers to desert was 
to commence on the 2nd. It is stated that a thousand 
including many of the first families in Monterey had 
precipitately left the cily since his arrest. 

Accounts from Mexico represented Santa Anna 
as having 20 to 25,000 men, of which 10,000 are 
cavalry, and fifty-two pieces of field artillery, at San 
Luis Potosi. Since then we have accounts of his 
having been joined by General Valencia,al the head 
of 800 men, raised principally from among the hardy 
miners of the district of Guanajuato. Valencia ts 
considered one of the best Generals in Mexico and 
has been appointed second in command by Saula 
Anna. 

{Private letters have been received from Santa 
Anna,and from Almonte, in New York,—so says 
the French journal published in that city, which 
state that these officers express great confidence in 
being able to defend the country and determination 
to do so. 

From our Gult squadron, we have another and yet 
the must disastrous incident of the war of which an 
account will be found under the naval head. Since 


placing that account in type, the offivial account of 


the Joss of the Somers has reached us, and will be 
inserted in our next. This affair illustrates at once 
the daring intrepidity of our officers and men, and 
the dangers of the coast upon which they are serv- 
ing. 

Larest—Major General Scott, commander: in 
chief of the U. S. Army, and staff, embarked on 
board the steamer Alabama on the 23rd December 
for Brazos Santiago and thence for Tampico. 

The auxiliary steamer Massachusetts reached N. 
Orleans, on the 25th, with Tampico dates to the 15th 
and Brazos to the J]8th. Quite an excitement had 
occurred at Tampico, in consequence of a flying re- 
port that that a Jaege body of Mexican cavalry, had 
arrived at Tampico from Vera Cruz, where she had 
Jeft her commander sick. 

[The U. S. steamer Fashion, with commander 
Jessup, on board reached Brazos, on the 18th. 

General Pillow left Matamoras onthe 14th. He 
was to proceed 25 miles and then wait for Gen. Pat 
erson with the rest of his division and train. 

It was believed at Brzzos that Gen. Taylor was to 
leave Monterey on the 10th inst. for Victoria, with 
Gen. Twigg’s division and a portion of Gen Smith's 
brigade. It is also reported that Gen. Urrea, of 
whom we have not heard of late, was at Victoria 
with 6000 cavalry. Gen. Wool remained at Parras, 
and Gen. Warth at Saltillo. It was positively repar- 
ted and believed in camp that Santa Anna had 28,000 
men at San Luis. 

Another correspondent has taken place between 
General Taylor and Santa Anna,—in the course of 
which the latter holds the following language: 

‘I believe that 1 do not deceive myselt in assuring 
you, that neither congres3, nor any Mexican, will ever 





be able to listen to overtures of peace unless the national 








mete 1a REEDS 
territory be first evacuated by the forces of the United 
States, and the hostile attitude of their vessels of war be 
withdraion. This must be without doubt the prelimi- 
nary of whatever negotiation may be opened; and 
it may be permitted to me to declare to you, that 
the nation, moved by a sentiment of patriotism, and 
determiued to defend at every hazard and inch by 
inch its territory, will never cease to qualify as it 
deserves, and as the world has already qualified it 
the conduct of the United States; and it will do 
whatever it can and ought honorably to deserve the 
title which it bears, of an independent and free na- 
tion.’ 
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DEATHS, OBSEQUIES, &C. 


, 





THE OBSEQUIES OF MAJOR RINGGOLD. 

On the reception of the remains of this gallant offi- 
cer from the seat of war, in charge of the Baltimore 
committee, they were conveyed by a select corps of 
the volunteers of the city, to the rotunda of the Ex- 
change, where, in an appropriate canopy erected for 
the purpose, they remained guarded by a guard of 
honor regularly detailed and relieved, until their re. 
moval to Greenmount Cemetry, where they will re- 
pose. 

Tuesday, the 224 Dec., 1846, was the day fixed 
for the mournful ceremony. Atan early hour, the 
streets of the city, through which the mournful pro- 
cession was to pass, were thronged so as to be al- 
tnost impassable from one end of the city to the 
other. The windows of most of the houses were 
taken out to accommodate the spectators. Business 
was in a great measure suspended, and the whole 
community were obviously moved with a spectacle 
80 truly portraying the fate and fortune of war.— 
The very last time that we gazed upon bands of gol. 
diers filing and manceuvring in Exchange Place, 
somewhat as those are now filing, Rinccorp, him- 
self, was the commander of the Flying Artillery, un- 
surpassed in all that we admire in the appearance of 
a soldier or expect of an officer—and Ketty was his 
faithful teamster. How impressive, how melancholy 
his reverse. 

The remains were received by a military escort, 
and joined the procession on Broadway. The view 
of the whole group seen from the heights north of 
their position, was exceedingly grand. ‘The music’ 
of perhaps a dozen full bands,—the mournful appen- 
dages of flags displayed at half mast in innumerable 
directions,—the toiling bells,—the muffled drums,— 
the dead march,—the gloom that every where pervad- 
ed the dense throng of living beings,—everything 


| spoke a language to the heart, which wanted no in- 





terpretor. 

Several corps of volunteers from Philadelphia 
from the state of Delaware, Frederick city, Captain 
Capron’s splendid company of horse from Prince 
Georges county, Major Green’s company of riflemen 
from Annapolis arrived during the day before for the 
purpose of paying the last tribute of respect to the 
lamented Ringgold, and were amongst the most dis- 
linguished in the mournful procession. The civil 
and military officers of the United Siates, of the state 
of Maryland, and of the city of Baltimore, the vo- 
lunteer corps of the city and vicinity and a large con. 
course of citizens joined in the procession, which 
taken altogether, was one of the most imposing we 
have ever witnessed. 

SERGEANT KELLY. 

No one in the long procession that followed the re- 
mains of the lamented Ringeoxp to the quiet Cemetry 
where they now repose, was more deeply affected on 
the occagion, or was an object of more general inie- 
rest and sympathy, than the wounded teamster, who 
led the representative for the occasion, of the gallant 
major’s warshorse. Alas! the remains of the real 
steed luy mouldering on the battle field. Pierced by 
the same bail that felled his rider, he breathed no 
more—and never again responded to the trumpet- 
charge. , 

Poor Ketty! he is now a cripple for life. U 
the field of Palo Alto he left his good right arm.— 
For twenty years he had been in the United States 
service, no man more faithful to his trust, On the 
day betore the battle of Palo Alto, the term of his 
last enlistment expired. He received an honorable 
discharge and was about to return to the U. States. 
For eight years be had been sergeant in Major Ring- 
goid’s Fiying Artillery, and having charge of the 
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teams, was invaluable to him. If a man ever loved 
his officer, Kelly was that man. He had watched 
every stage of the major’s promotion with ali the 
enthusiasm of a generous heart, and was ever at his 
side when danger threatened. There was at the 
moment a prospect of an approaching conflict. The 
morning of the-8th of May had but dawned, when, 
beside the tent of Major Ringgold stood Sergeant 
Kelly.. The.major.made his appearance. The ser 
geant touched his cap in military style, and said— 
“You'll have a fight to-day, Major.” 

“] think we shall, Kelly, and I don’t see how I am 
to do without my old teamster on such an occasion.” 

“Can Sergeant Kelly be of any service? If he can 
you shall not be without him.” 

“You are familiar with duties that may. be impor- 
tant. I could depend on you, Kelly.” 

“Can't Sergeant Kelly volunteer?” 

“You can, and shall have your accustomed sta- 
tion.” 

Kelly was in his saddle in a moment, and again 
touching his cap for orders, with a heart glowing 
with renewed affection for his commander. 

The tents were struck. The lines advanced.— 
They encounter the foe. As they opened their 
fire from the chaparral, Kelly, in the act of stoop — 
ing down with his right hand extended forward, re- 
ceived a ball which shattered the arm to pieces.— 
Slowly raising his body, and grasping his right arm 
with his left, he quietly went off in search of the 
surgeon general of the army. His arm was ampu- 
tated. Whulst lying in the rude temporary hospital 
he learned that his commander was soon after far 
more apugetounly wounded than himself. After be. 
ing removed to Point Isabel, Kelly was compelled to 
submit to a second amputation. 
the death of the major. 

When the Baltimore committee reached Point Is. 
abel, Kelly applied for permission to accompany the 
remains of his deceased friend and beloved com. 
mander to their last resting place. The request was 
granted, although he had scarcely sufficiently recov- 
ed to endure such a movement. 

On reaching New Orleans, where the facts were 
familiarly known, as well as that having been dis 
charged from the service, Kelly would not be euti- 
tied by law to a pension, a handsome subscription 


He there Jearned 


moval of the illustrious dead from one monument to 
another created no more excitement than a change 
of dwelling house among the living. 


were very. much decaved, but the leaden one ‘as 
entire. The only part of the inscription visible was, 
‘Capt. Jas. Lawrence, June 1813. 32 years” 
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was immediately raised for him. On reaching Mo. | 
bile, Ala., the sum of $250 were tendered him. 
Charleston, 5S. C., $307 were raised and sent to Bal 
timore for him. 

At every stage, Sergeant Kelly, the rough and 
stern soldier, the volunteer of the day of danger—the 
crippled soldier of that day, with bis war-cloak close 
around him, was the chief mourner nearest the cof- 
fin that concealed the relics. Nosmile has been 
seen to brighten his countenance. His countrymen 
have promptly pensioned him for life. He asks not 
where is his own right arm,—but, where is his be- 
loved commander? 





At | Elder* a merchant in Clarksville, and a true gentle- 


The velvet and outside coffin of Capt. Lawrence 


[M. ¥. Tribune. 
OBITUARY. 

Amongst the melancholy records of the year just 
elapsed, it is due to one of the earliest. warmest, and 
steadiest friends of the late Hezexian Nixes, and of 
the Nationa Register, to which the latter devoted 
so many years of his useful life, in the cause of his 
country and of his fellow beings, that we be allowed to 
register the death of Mrs. Lucretia Reyno ps, wife 
of James B. Reynoxps, esq., of Clarksville, Tenn., 
who died on the 26th day of July, 1846, after a se- 
vere illness of fifteen days, bearing her sufferings 
without repining, and with that Christian fortitude 
which illustrates in the hour of death the sublime 
truth, that “Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord.” It is a tribute due to the dead as well as to 
the early associate and through life steady friend of 
the editor whose labors built up this pul lication. J. 
B. Reynelds, as well as Hezekiah Niles, was a na- 
tive of the Great, though little, state of Delaware, 
and the pure patriotism that distinguishes her sons 
wherever they go, warmed the bosom and quickened 
the pulse of both, as of a kindred spirit. Mr. R. re 
meved to the state of Tennes-ee, where he soon be- 
came distinguished as a public man. It is not of his 
bereavement alone, it is the loss experienced by a 
large community of which Mrs. Reynolds was one 
of its chief ornaments that we have this melancholy 
task to record. We copy from the Clarksville 
Chronicle. 

‘Mrs. Lucinpa Reyno.ps was born on the 28th of 
May 1781, in the state of Virginia, from which state 
her family emigrated to Kentucky and settled on the 
north bank of the beautiful E:khorn, at a period when 
ihe country was infested with Indians and not yet re- 
claimed from the wilderness. Some members of her 
family having removed to Tennessee, the 19th year 
of her age, she paid them a visit, and while moving 
in the circle of her relations and friends, she attrac: 
ed the allention, and won the affections of Mr. James 











erected to glorify his name, and christianize his 
ple: the bright consummation of all her hopes and 
her prayers. 
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The death of one who occupied so interesting g 
position in our society could not fail to make a deep 
and lasting impression; the crowd of citizens who 
followed her remains to the tomh, the deep drawn 
sigh and the burning tear, bore solemn testimony to 
her value, and the depth of their sorrow, Ag a 
Christian she was devoted, asa friend sincere and 
constant, as a mother doatingly fond, as a wife affec. 
tionate and consoling. Of all who sorrow over her 
death, none will feel her loss, like him, the partner 
of her bosom, who weeps in solitude over the wife 
who is removed from the walks of life, and who now 
lives only in the memory and affections of those who 
knew her. In the year 1827, she had the misfortune 
to lose her husband, Mr. James Elder, a pure and 
virtuous citizen and an upright man, In February, 
1829, she contracted a second marriage with James 
B. Reynolds, esq., her first husband’s friend, a native 
of Ireland, and for many years an able member of 
the American congress, who still survives her, Ip 
her last illness, and in the trying hour of death, she 
gave the most signal evidence of the truth of the 
faith she had so long professed; she died in the tri- 
umphs of Christianity, and while we are weeping at 
her loss, and sorrowing over the death of one so dear 
to us, we cannot but feel that our sorrows are soft. 
ened by the reflection that though her course is fin. 
ished, she fought the good fight and kept the faith.— 
We cannot but fee) that our grief is somewhat alle- 
viated by the hope, that she has been transferred 
from this world ‘where storm alter storm rises dark 
on the way,” to that promised land, 

“Where the rivers of pleasure flow on the bright plains, 
And the noontide of ylory eternally reigns; 

Where the saints of all ages in harmony meet, 

Their Saviour and brethren transported to greet, 
While the anthems of rapture unceasingly roll, 

And the smile of the Lord is the feast «f the soul,” 
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SENATE. 
DecemBer 28 Memorials presented.—By Mr. 





man of the old school, to whom she was married in 


the day of her death she resided in Clarksville; a 
riod of 45 years, At this period the church of Christ 
had few, very few followers in Clarksville; 





THE REMAINS OF LIEUTENANT COCHRAN, 


who fell in the battle of Resaca de la Palma, reach- 
ed the city of Baltrmore on the 30th ultimo, via New 
Orleans, and were received and guarded by a de- 
tachment of the volunteers of the city detailed for 
the sersice until Thursday morning, the 31st, when 
they were escorted with appropriate solemnities, 
from the armory of the Eagle Artillery, by the Eagle 
Artiiery, Colone! Kane; Junior Artillery, Captain 
McDowell; Columbia Riflemen, Captain McAllister; 
the whole under the come and of Lieutenant Gut 
of the Junior Artillery, and accompanied by the band 
of the Independent Blues, to the depot of the Balti 
more and Susquehanna railroad, where they were 
received by the committee of twelve deputed by the 
citizens of York and Columbia, Pennsylvania, to cone 
vey them to the spot selected for the erection of a 
monument to his memory. J. F. Huston, esq., on 
the part of the committee and in behalf of friends® 
relatives, and family of the deceased, in a few brief 
but eloquent remarks, returned acknowledgments 
for the kindness and attention received. Lirut. Jef- 
fers, of the Eagle Artillery, replied in behalf of the 
military and community in a strain equally eloquent 
and impressive. The scene was one of deep feeling, 

Arrangements were made to receive the remains 
at York and Columbia, by the military of those vici- 
nities, and for an appropriate ceremony on deposit- 
ing them in their fina! resting place. 

THE REMAINS OF CAPTAIN LAWRENOE, VU. S. N. 

The remains of Captain Lawnence were yester- 

day removed to their new resting place—together 


with those of his infant child, and Capt. Aveusrus C, | 


Luptow. The affair was conducted strictly asa 
matter of business, and no one was in attendance 
save those necessary to the performance of the duty. 
No cerebionies'of any kind took place, and the re- 


ful member and steadfast friend to her last breath 





ered throughout every moment of its history, wil 
| weep when they read this simple notice of her de 


| parture from this field of her labors in the church of 
| which she was the first member iti Clarksville. In 
| life her whole concern from the very bottom of her 
| soul, was the prosperity of Christ's Church, and the 
Qh, how earnest and sincere 
Ste was at the time 
| of her death the oldest inhabitant of Clarksville; she 


| salvation of sinners. 
'she was in all her endeavors, 


never heard; she lived to see it grow up to a town o 


respectable magnitude, and to see numerous church 
_es, dedicated to the pure worship of the living God 
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} this part of the cotintry, the founder of the Paxton con 


| gregation, the firsi,Jand for many years the only Presby- 


| teria) congrevation in this section of the state, He wa 


} 
! 


| unacquainted with it 


the month of December, 1801; from which time to | 


and it 
may be said with strict propriety, that the house of 
Mr. and Mrs. Etder, was the preacher’s home; here 
| he found repose and a hearty welcome. 
their charities confined or limited, for it was like- 
wise here that the fatherless found consolation, the 
stranger a cordial greeting, and the foreigner who 
had wandered far from his native land, a friend; su 
delicate was their charity and kind their hospitality, 
: ‘ . | that the recipient was thrice blessed in the bounty 
The mortal remains of this gollant young i they bestowed’ and in the manner of the besto« Py jd 
| Hundreds scattered far over the wide world will ne- 
ver forget their kindness and hospitality. During 
| this period of her life, she attached herself to the | 
Pre-byterian church, to which she continued a faath- 


Nor were 


ob, how many Christian people throughout the land 
who have a personal knowledge of her fidelity to her 
church and its author, and how useful, | had almost 
said indispensable, she was to its prosperity, forusing 
as she did,the nucleus around which its followers gath- 


| saw it 45 years ago, when it had but a handful of o1- 
'tizens, and when the church going bell these vallies 


*James Elder (brother of ‘Thomas Elder, esq.) was a 
‘son of the Rev. John Elder, one of the first settlers otf 


(a man of talents, great influence and usefulness, and 
| took an active part in the trials of the inhabitants in the 
French, liadian, and Revolutionary wars, holding the 
| commission of colonel, as well as that of spiritual guide 
| and adviserj a history of his lite would not only be highly 
prized by our citizens bui be found interesting to those 


Archer, from Wm. M. Biackford, late U. S. charge 
| d@affuirs at Bogota, relative to his accounts. 
By Mr. Johnson. of La., from 253 sugarplanters 


pe- | of Louisiana, complaining of the tariff of 1846, on 


‘sugar and molasses, and asking that the tariff of 1842 
be restored. In the memorial was a_ reference by 
the petitioners to the fact that “the representative of 
their distirict in the lower house of congress was not 
inclined to favor their industry with his official sup- 
port, and they thus take the occasion as a commu- 
nity, as a people whose representative has been for- 
getful of a sacred trust, namely: of the interests of 
his constituents, to protest against his acts, so obviously 
in contravention of their vital interesis Silence on 
their part would very naturally be construed into 
acquiescence in the part he has thought proper (0 
pursue, and therefore we all, without distinction of 
party, disclaim any approval of his proceedings 10 
relation to this matter.” 

A debate arose upon the motion to print the me- 
>| morial,—the question was referred to the commiltes 
on printing. The memorial was referred to the com: 
mittee on finance, on Mr. Johnson's motion. 

By Mr. Davis, from medical men of Boston, rele 
tive to the newly discovered gas which suspends (he 
sense of pain during surgical operations. —s_. 

!| A number of petitions from literary institutions 
were presented, asking liberty to import books and 
philosophical apparatus free of duty, 

Bills reported. By Mr. Berrien; A bill to refund 
to the state of Georgia the duties paid on cerlall 
railroad iron imported by that state. 

Several private bills were reported, 

Cherokee Indians. Mr. Jarnagin, submitted a re 
lution calling an the secretary of war for copies 0 
all instructions given by the war department or the 
commissioner of Indian affairs, to the Cheroke 
{| commissioners, for their guidance in the discharge 
| of their duties. sis 
»| The bill to purchase the papers af the late A r’ 
ander Hamilton, was passed by a vote of 26 0 

After a short executive session, the senate? 
journed. 

, DecemBer. 29. in conseque 


death of senalor 
e adjourn 


Mr. Mangum, 
the melancholy intelligence of the 
$| Barrow, of Louisiana, moved that the seval 
They accordingly adjourned without reading 
journal ; the 
December 30. On motion of Mr. Hunting 
reading of the journal was dispensed with; tbe 
Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, rose and address? 
i senate as follows: 
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Mr. President: Loutsiana has to mourn the toss of 
another of hee distinguished sons. Tt is with un- 
feigned sorrow [ announce to the senate the death of 
my late frien! and colleague, the hon. ALexanpeR 
parnow, who died at Baltimore yesterday morning 
ai 5 o'clock, after a short and violent attack of ill- 
ness, Which would not yield to the best medical skill. 
All the relief that medical science and skill could 
acco nplish was apphel in vain. He left this city on 
the 24th instant, on a short visit to Baltimore, appa- 
rently in perfect health, and [only heard of his ill- 
ness the dav befure his death. Indeed, so sudden and 
ynexpected was the shock produced by the annunci- 
ation of the sad event yesterday, that 1 cannot yet 
pardly realize the fact, and do not feel sufficientl; 
composed to do justice to the memory of the deceased 
iq the few comarks [ propose to make. The deep 
anxiety felt here not only by the members of both 
houses of congress, but by all classes of the commn- 
nity, when his danserous situation became known 
through the telegraph, is nov dispelled by the me- 
lancholy gloom spread over the whole city. It is 
indeed but too true that ALexanper Barrow, the 
ure patriot and enlightened statesman, is no more. 

Three years have not passed away since Mr. Bar- 
row announced in appropriate and eloquent terms 
the death of his late distinguished colleague; and 
since then it has devolved on me to present the ordi- 
pary resolutions as a mark of respect to the memory 
of two of my colleagues of the other house of con 
gress, and @ similar resolution will now be offered on 
(his melancholy occasion. [a less than three years 
jwosenators and two representatives in congress 
from the same state have been gathered ta their fa- 
thers. Tne death of my late colleague was most 
unexpected; for he was not only in the vigor of life, 
put he possessed a strong constitution. 

Tne ways of Providence are indeed inscrutable. 
|t may with truth be said that “whist in life we are 
in death.” 


Of Mr. Barrow’s early history I know but little 
He was a native of Tennessee, and was, I am told 
about forty-five years of age. His family and con- 
nections are of the highest respectability, and have 
been long distinguished for their talents and pa ri- 
olism. After having completed his education, Mr. 
Barrow studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 
Tennessee; immediately after which, [ believe, he 
removed to I.oulsiana, where he pursued his profes- 
sion for some time with success; and, had he remain- 
datthe bar, would have attained the highest dis- 
tinction, But independent in his circumstances, and 
fond of agricultural pursuits, after a few years prac- 
lice he retired from the bar and became a successful 
planter, and has since devoted his attention mainly to 
he cultivation of the earth. 

Mr. Barrow served, however, repeatedly the le- 
islature of Louisiana with reputation, and was re- 
atded as a distinguished member; and he received 
rom the people of the state many other proofs of 
heir highest respect and confilence. His election 


othe senate of the United States, under circu- | 
lances the most flattering, 1s the best evideuce of 


é high estimation in which he was held by the 
eopie of his adopted state, by whom his character 
nd services willever be held in grateful remem- 
tance. The news of his death will produce through- 
ubthe stats, as it has produced here, the deepest 
Motions of sorrow. 
Mr. Barrow was distinguished for his bland and 
ourleous manners, fur his frank and manly deport- 
ent, and for his many generous and noble traits of 
Mracter, Noman, in fact, had more sincere and 
Voted friends whilst living, ag i~no one has died 
re lamented. He performed his duties here with 
al and ability, and, at the sane time, in the most 
ink and conciliatory spirit; and I am sure that it is 
 *Xaggeration to say that, in his intercourse with 
other senators, his deportment oa all occasions 
»* Such as to command the respect and confidence 
‘very member of this body. He has now elosed 
*artly career, but he has gone, | hope, to a bet- 
and happier world. , , 
yous he expired far from his home, and from 
i peer partner of his bosom, it must bea 
dren a consolation to her, and toher orphan 
Wn’ 0 jearn that he wus surrounded at that 
Witten by devoted friends, from whom he 
. eat attention which friendship could be- 
I ithe that he died as he had lived, without fear 
wien reproach, relying upon the mercy of his 
av Th And what shall be said of their bereave- 
ities nt 'S a silence which is more expressive 
rth We forbear, in humble submission 
b whe - Heaven—in grateful recollection that 
Phe gh kes has power to heal.” 
i, acter of the deceased was indeed, sir, of 





cen order. As a seuator,a citizen, aad a 
ate pers in all the relations of public and 


© was esteemed and beloyed. As a 


re 


pitriot.a firm and untompromising frienl of his 
contry and of her constitution, he ha! no superior. 
Brave, ardent, and chivalrous in hjs te nperanent, 
and devoted to the principles of civil and religious 
liberty, had he lived in the days of the early strug- 
gles for English freedom, he would have bled by the 
side of Hamoden in the field, or died with Sidaey on 
the scaffold, Yet, sir— 


“His life was gentle, 
And the elements so mixed in him, 
That Nature might stand up 
And say to all the world, ‘rats was A MAN.”’ 

Mr. Benton. Jn risinz, Mr. President, to second 
the motion for paying to the memory of our deceas- 
ed brother senator the last honors of this body, I 
feel myself to be obsying the impulsions of an here- 
ditary friendship, as well as confor.ning to the prac- 
tice of the senate. Forty years ago, when cominz to 
the bar at Nashville, it was my good fortune to enjoy 
the friendship of the father of the deceased, then an 
inhabitant of Nashville, and one of its most respect- 
ed citizens. The decease! was then too young to be 
noted amongst the rest of the family. The pursuits 
of life soon carried us far apart, and long after, and 
for the first time to know each other, we met on this 
floor. We met not ag strangers, but as friends— 
friends of early and hereditary recollections; and all 
our intercourse since—every incident, and every 


word of our lives, public and private, has gone to | of 


strenzthen and confirm the feelings under which we 
met, ani to perpetuate with the son the friendship 
which had existed with the father, Up to the last 
moment of his presence in this chamber—up to the 


last moment that | saw him—our meetings and parte | 


ings were the cordial greetings of hereditary friend- 


ship; and now, not only as one of the elder senators, | vating 


but as the early and family friend of the deceased, 
I come forward to second the motion for the honors 
of his memory. 

The senator from Louisiana (Mr. Johnson) has 
performed the office of duty and of friendship to his 
deceased friend and colleague. Justly, traly, and 
feelingly has he performed it. With deep and heart- 
felt emotion he has portrayed the virtues, and sketch- 
ed the qualities, which constituted the manly and 


lofty character of Alexander Barrow. He has given | 


usa picture as faithful as it is honorable, and it 
does not become me to dilate upon what he has so 
well presented; but, in contemplating the rich and 
full portrait of the high qualities of the head and 
heart which he has presented, suffer me to look for 
an instant to the source, the fountain, from which 
flowed the full stream of generous and noble actions 
which distinguished the entire life of our deceased 
brother senator. J speak of the heart—the noble 
heart—of Alexander Barrow. Honor, courage, pa- 
triotism, friendship, generosity—filelity to his friend 
and his country—the social affections—devotion to 
the wife of his bosom, and the children of their 
love: all—all, were there! and never, not once, did 
any cold, or selfish, or timid calculation ever coine 
from his manly head to check or balk the noble im. 
pulsions of his generous heart. A quick, clear, and 
strong judgment found nothing to restrain in these 
impulsions; and in all the wide circle of his public 
aid private relations—in all the words and acts of 
his life—it was the heart that moved first; and al- 
ways so true to honor that judgment had nothing to 
do but to approve the impulsion. From that foun- 
tain flowed the stream of the actions of his lif», and 
now what we ail deplore—s+hat so many will join 
in deploring—is, that such a fountain, so unexpect- 
edly, in the full tide of its flow, should have been so 
suddenly dried up. He was one of the younger 
members of this body, and in all the hope and vigor 
of meridian manhood. Time was ripening and ma- 
turing his faculties. He seemed to have a right to 
look forward to many years of usefulness to his 
country and to his family. With qualities evidently 
fitted for the field as well as for the senate, a bril- 
liant future was before him, ready as | know he was, 
to serve his country in any way that honor and duty 
should require. 


Mr. Breese next rose, and spoke as follows: Mr. 
President: It 1s not in my power to add any thing to 
the eulogies already so eloquently pronouned by the 
more particular friends of the deceased, in the beau- 
tiful language of sincerity and truth. Be it my hum- 
ble purpose to fling but one flower upon his grave— 
to add but one slight tribute, among more vaiued 
offerings, to his acknowledged worth; a tribute, sir, 
though slight, perhaps not altogether valueless, coin- 
ing as it does froma political opponent as ardent 
and as decided in the support of his principles as he 
whom we ail mourn was known to be in the cause 
he espoused. Jt was not my fortune, Mr. Presideut, 
to know intimately the deceased until after the close 
of the last long and laborious session of congress.— 
We met, in our journey to our distant homes, at the 


| Falls of Niagara, and proceeded thence through our 





ee, 
vast ocean lakes quite to IHinois—he pursuing his 
way by the rivers to his, and I overland my route to 
my home. In this intercourse, so cordial and friend. 
ly as it was, there were. daily developed the most 
amiable points of his character, winning my regard, 
aud advancing us speedily from mere acquantance to 
intimate friends. This [| know, sir, from the .mutaal, 
regrets expressed in parting, and from the warm and. 
cordial welcome on our meeting here at the com>: 


of his maohood, gaging with joyous.and. contented { 
eyes upon the beautiful. world. before him ; and which.. 


‘the apparent healthfulness and vigor of his frame 


gave him promise. he. should. long, enjoy. But, Mr. 


| President, what a change a few days have made? 


‘All, all, that promise fiar 
Has sought the grave to sleep forever there.” 


party and its principles, it was his good fortune, Mr, 
President, I take it upon myself to say, to enjoy. in 
the highest degree the unbounded respect of his op- 
ponents, and of all his associates here; no matter 
how amiable, sincere, or kind they may be, he alone, 
perhaps, of all of them, could say, “I have no per- 
sonal enemy.” Nor could he have; for a kinder or 
a manlier heart never beat within a human bosom. 
But now he is no more! Though but in his meridian, — 
life’s evening shadows have fallen, and the portals 
the tomb will soon close upon him forever! Gone 
from among us, and forever, and from all he loved, 
is that manly form we delighted to look upon; 
quenched is the fire and spirit of that eye that so 





often beamed with kindness; pulseless is now that: 
heart whose every throb was in unison with friend- 
ship, fidelity, and with all the generous and captie : 
qualities that adorn man’s best nature, Faults 
he had—let the grave hide them. The memory of 
his many virtues will be preserved, if not in brass or 


| marble, upon a more durabie material—the hearts of 


| 
| 


his friends and countrymen. I join, Mr. President, 


| with melancholy satisfaction in assent to such reso- 





stricken down. 


| ship. 


lutions as may be offered, appropriate to the occa- 
sion. 

Mr. Hannegan remarked: [ also desire, with a 
mournful heart, to add my feeble but sincere testi« 
mony to the exalted worth, and noble and manly. 
and generous spirit which in life adorned, and now, 
as he lies cold and shrouded, sanctify the memory of 
ALexanver Barrow. Come when it may in our 
midst, Mr. President, death never fails to make its 
impress upon those who survey its work. There are. 
none so careless, none so indifferent, as to defy: its 
impressions, when even a casual acquaintance: falls. 
But the feeling of awe and of gloom which pervades 
this chamber to-day is far beyond the usual and ors 
dinary feeling. Que of us—one who has long occus 
pied a high place here, in his country’s highest place, 
has been suddenly, and almost without warning, 
But aday or two since—to me it 
seems byt an hour—and he was here, beloved and 
respected by all: in all the pride of intellect, and: in 
all the royalty of the most vigorous and athletic: 
manhood. Where, sir, shall we look to find a more 
manly, commanding, and symmetrical form? Where 
shall we seek a nobler and more majestic front} 
Where are we to seek and where to find a Joftier nae 
ture, a soul more elevated, or a heart more kind, 
more generous, and more gentle? | know not one~— 
not one. 

Heaven had blessed him with that high nature 
which knows no disguise, and scorns all uomanly 
concealment. He knew no art; dissimulation, with 
its fell train of poisons, had no home in his: bosom. 
[n all his bearings here, from the hour in. which my 
eyes rested upon him, | have known nothing of him 
but what became, proudly became an American ses 
nator. Brave, generous, manly, and highly gifted, 
he discharged his duties here as a proud representa 
tive of a proud people. And how beautifully, how 
happily were ail the elements of our nature com- 
mingled in him! . He had “a heart formed for pity, 
and a hand open as day to melting charity.” That ; 
heart—that heart is cold, and that band is still, and . 
Bargow—Barrow, the name so often uttered in this 
chamber, and never but in tones ‘of kindoess—Baa- 
now, with his elastic step, with his joyous look, his | 
noble presence, and his winning virtues—Barrow 


(Sits with us here no more; yon vacant chair tells the 


stern realily—-Barrow will be with us no more.— 
Strange and mysterious Providence! The most ro- 
bust of all our number—he who buta week since 
stood here a fit model for an ancient hero or a demi- 
god—he is the first to be gathered to dust, and that, 
too, before his noon of life was reached, and long, 
long before the harvest of our eyes seemed ready 
for the reaper. ; 

it was my happy fortune to contractan. acquain- 
tance with him shortly after I entered the senate,.- 
which gradually ripened into 9 most intimate friend- ° 
i knew him well—I knew him well—I loved 


275 


mencement of this session—he then, in all the pride .. 


Ardently and sincerely devoted as he was to hia. 
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him dearly} and, Mr President, ] «itll say tha! in’ 
private lite, asin his public life, 7 found him ever 
distinguished by the same lofty characteristics, the 
same &crupulous regard for honor and propriety, the 
same rare endowment of remarkable common sense, 
the same sound discriminating judgment, and a per- 
ception unusually, singularly clear, quick, and cor- 
rect. The delight of the social circle, ALEXANDER 
Barrow was moster of all the social virtues. He 
won ali hearts that approached him as with a spell. 
The last time that | saw him, Mr. President, he 
came to visit me in my sick room. It was but a few 
days since, not ten; we were alone for some time; 
the conversation turned upon home—upon our own 
homes—and we spoke of distant and dearly-loved 
friends; and, sir, J] shall never forget how his eyes 
lighted up as he talked of his approaching retire. 
ment from public life, and dwelt upon his future ca- 
reer of tranquil happiness, when, engaged only in 
domestic pursuits, he should be surrounded daily and 
hourly by those endearments which he fondly— 
but alas! how vainly—fancied were reserved for him 
through many, many long years athome. Hedwelt 
upon his home, and those who were there—of her. 
its light, its joy—hbis wife. He spoke, as I have of- 
ten heard him spesk of her before, in those tender 
and respectful terms which tell that the Jove of the 
heart birders on idolatry. 

*But alas! nor wife nor children more shall he behold, 

Nor friends, nor sacred home.” 

I have come here to day, Mr. President, all unfit 
for the duty, feeble and out of health—to bear a 
passing slight tribute to friendship-——to give a slight 
expression of my feelings on this mournful occasion. 
l come, prompted by those feelings of attachment 
and respect which | cherished for our deceased 
friend wm life, and by that melancholy regard with 
which I shall continue to hold him in memory through 
life, I could not forbear—] could not do less, I 
will add the expression of the single hope that she to | 
whom | have alluded—the partner of his bosom-— 
when the lapse of time shall have relieved her over- 
charged heart of its heavy burden—that she may 
find a mournful consolation in turning back to the 
proceedings which marked his last hours; and after 
those hours were gone, the sombre scenes which 
filled up his little abiding time above the ground. 1 
trust, sir, that when time, and years, and above all, 
the soothing voice of ‘religion, shall have abated the 
mighty burden of her grief, a sad relief, in the 
thought, that though it was denied her hand to 
smooth his dying pillow, to bathe his fevered brow, 
and to catch from his pallid lips the last fond sigh, 
yet kind and devoted friends, his best-loved associa- 
tes and comrades in this chamber, were there to 
watch, not with her love—ah no! that could not be— 
but with the Jove and sorrow of brothers to watch 
over the closing scene, and minister to his departing 
struggles. And | trust also, that she may find some- 
thing to break her grief in the thought that at his 
obsequies strangers of whom she never heard were 
eager to pay just tribute to his exalted worth, and 
embalm with heartfelt homage the memory of her 
husband. 

Mr. Criltenden then rose much affected, and said : 
I desire, Mr. President, however needless it may be 
after what has been said, to offer my tribute in a few 
words. Mr. C. then paused, and after an cvident 
struggle with his feelings he could only say, ‘1 beg 
your pardon, Mr. President,” and sat down. 

Mr. Mangum thereupon rose and moved the fol- 
lowing : 

Resolved unanimously, That a committee be ap- 
poimted by the Vice President to take order for su- 

tintending the funeral of the Hon. ALEXANDER 

ARROW, Which will take place to-morrow at 12 M., 
and the senate will attend the same. 

Resolved unanimously, That the members of the 
Senate, from a sincere desire of shuvring every mark 
of respect due to the memory of the Hon. ALexan 
perk Barrow, deceased, late a member thereof, will 
go into » ourning fur him one month, by the usual 
mode of wearing crape on the left arm. 

Resolved unanimously, That, as an additional mark 
of respect tuthe memory of the Hon. ALexanpER 
Barrow, the Senate do now adjourn. 

Ordered, That the Secretary communicate these 
proceedings to the House of Representatives. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


DecemBer 3]. The solemnities of the funeral of 
senator Burrow, occupied the day. They were truly 
solemn and impressive. 

The senate stands adjourned until Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPKESENTATIVES 
Monpay, Dec. 23. Expenses of volunteers. Mr. 
Haralson, vi Georgia, offered the toliowing joint 
resviution, which was referred to the committee on 


91, nays 51. 
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Resolved, That the secretary of war be required 
to refund to the several states the expentes incurred 
by them in subsisting volunteers after the proc jama- 
tion of May last, calling for volunteers, and previous 
to the time in which the volunteers were mustered 
into service. 

Iowa. The bill for the admission of Iowa as 2 
state, having been engrossed, was signed by the pre- 
Siding « ficer. 

Debate upon referring the president's message. Mr. 
Bogby, « ffered a resolution to close the debate at 2 
o'clock. The house twice divided, bul no quorum 
being present, a call of the house was moved, and 
negatived—ayes 47, nays 98. On motwn of Mr. 
Houston, 3 o’clock was substituted for 2 o’clock.— 
The yeas and nays on adopting the resolution stood 
—ayes 77, nays 92, 

The house went into committee of the whole, and 
the dehate was resumed. 

Mr. Sawyer, of Ohio, hardly pausing to vindicate 
the war with Mexico, or the president’s t. essage, 
proceeded to attack the whig party, denouncing them 
as the old federal party, now, as in 1812, standing 
out in opposition to their country, and of using, too, 
the precise language of the old tories of 1776. He 
proceeded to uttack Mr. Root, of New York, who, 
not being present, 

Mr. Giddings, essayed to vindicate. 

When Mr. Sawyer’s hour ex pired— 

Mr. Baker, the colonel of a regiment of Illinois 
volunteers, fresh from the seat of war, addressed the 
committee. A crowded house and gallery attentively 
listened to his speech, delivered in his usually rapid 
and earnest manner. An extract of the speech wall 
be found on page 285. 

Mr. Winthrop, presented a memorial from physi- 
cians of Boston, asking congress to examine a plan 
of their own, or of one of their number, by which 
surgical operations can be performed free of pain. 
{t was referred toa seiect committee of five meim- 
bers, and then the house adjourned. 

Torspay, Dec. 29.—Mr. Starkweather of Ohio, 
moved a reconsideration of the vulte by which the re 
solution offered by Cul. Baker had passed the house 
lasi evening. He thought it unwise to trust officers 
of the military that were not held responsible for 
disbursements, with the power of issuing clothing 
and other commissary items, and intimated that the 
officer who had addressed the house yesterday was 
better off than some other officers—that he had re- 
ceived his mileage and per diem asa member of this 
house, and even his pay for stationery—that even 
more than this, he believed he had received pay as 
an officer, coming to this city for his travelling ex- 
penses, aud was also under pay all the time as a gov- 
ernment officer. 

The motion to reconsider was concurred in—yeas 


Mr. Starkweather rose to amend, but Mr. Burt of 
S. C., moved to refer to the committee on military 
affairs, which was agreed to. 


Military Bills—Mr. Haralson of Ga. reported a 
bill for adding ten new regiments to the army—the 
regiments to serve for five years or during the war, 
and the men to be paid a bounty of $12. one half at 
enlistment the other half when mustered into ser 
vice. 

Mr. Burt also reported a joint resolution provid- 
ing for the payment of volunteers during the time of 
enlistment and the time of their being mustered into 
service. 

Mr. Haralson reported a bill designed to pay for 
the expenses incurred in this enlistment, and the pro- 
vision made for their support in the meantime by the 
stales. 

Mr. Burt also reported a resolution proposing that 
ihe government should previde for the expenses of 
volunteers, and subsistence and quarters, pending the 
lime they are enlisted and mustered into service. 

All these bills were read twice and reterred to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the Union.— 
Also a bill to increase the efficiency of the army and 
to provide for disabled soldiers and officers. 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll reporied a resolution for the 
printing of 5000 extra copies of a repurt made in June 
Jast upon the subject of our Mex: an relations. 

Mr. Hamlin of Me. offered a joint resolution to 
cluse the relectories of the capitol unless the sale 
of all intoxicating drinks is prohibited, which was 
adopted. 

The bill for the payment of the militia claims of 
New!Ham; shire was reported aud referred. 

Also, a bill for the erection of light houses. 

Mr. King of Mass. presented the memorial of the 
quaiterly meeting of the Suciety of friends, recently 
heid at New Bediord, where 9,000 meubers of the 
society were represented. Mr. K. moved us reler- 
ence to the committee of the whole and that it be 
priuted, 
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Davis of Mass.) ‘ihe wotion to lay upen the table oad 
was lost, yeas 62, nays 82, it was then referred ty the I 
committee of the whole. the 
Mr. Houston demanded the yeas and nays upon the Thi 
qnestion of printing. ted 
Mr. Cranston of R. J. presented a memorial from om 
the sceiety of Friends held in Rhode fsiand. of 
Mr. King of N. ¥. objected to its reception. pe 
Mr. Cranston asked that it might be read, which it 
was allowed. The memorial was brief and impres. yt 
sive,—a prayer for peace for the sake of peace ang owe 
christianily, and offered in the name of the Prince of ibe ‘ 
eace. 
é Mr. Pettit of la. after the reading said he affirmed = 
that he wished to debate it. This by the rule carrieq = 
the question over to another day. 0 
The Two Million Bill.—Mr. King of N. Y. gave i : 
notice that he shuuld call up the bill which passed po 


the house of representatives at the last session pro. 
posing to entrust two millions of dollars to the Exe. Ine 














cutive. Mr. King will retain the anti-siavery clause offere 
in the bill when 
At the suggestion of Mr. Rathbun of New York pay t 
Messrs. Hastings and Leffler, the members elect Sir 
from the new State, were qualified and took their Sec 
seats. teer, 
Mr Norris reported a bill for the settlement of the my of 
claims of New Hampshire, and also the resolutions myy, 
of the New Hampshire legislature for the passage or whe 
of laws for the exclusion of slavery from Oregon— United 
from all new territories, and from the District of Co. war, af 
lumbia. service 
Also a remonstrance against that extension of the wee 1 
slave power which had grown out of the aunexation three m 
of Texas. a quart 
A variety of other questions occupied the house Anotl 
during the day. Auiourned. hol bee: 
Wepnespay Dec. 30ih. A report from the Sec. were 
retary of the Treasury, in compliance with the cal] gay OF & 
of the house for information wheiber the weighers, ther cor 
gaugers, and measurers heretolore employed at the here to 
various custom-houses in the United States have What hi 
been retained in office since the tariff act of 1846 and he | 
went into operation, was resumed, and laid on te rr 
table. e dic 
An explanation. Mr. Starkweather requested law, nor 
leave to wake a personal explanation. No objections precise ¢ 
being made. the Hous 
Mr. Starkweather, referring to his remarks of yes. 9 the city | 
terday as reported in the Union, and quoting a pore 9 #lf on tt 
tion thereof, said that he had made nu such: remarks, By me fact 
On the contrary, he bad said that Cui. Baker was it had bee 
probably a responsible person, as he had received that gent 
$1,264 us the amount of his travelling expenses asa but men 
member of the house for the present session, and My Me ranks 
$48 as per diem for six days’ service in the howe; My Mme thin 
umouuting together, to $1312 He had, as turther MM the hero 
proof that he was respousibie, stated that he had Gen, * ** 
drawn, down tv the last knife, what he was entilied the head « 
toreceive from the stationery im the post office — 9 ding uffi 
He would read the items of this part of his receipis: i Mflce as 1 
“One ream ol paper.” Mr. 3S. read these items lo Sag: acte 
show that he was a responsible swan, and that he Mg: The | 
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could be made to pay. But he was not the only officer 
who was to receive the clothing; there were other 
officers who would be receiving 1 as be did—vflicens 
not su gallani—who had not got so many bluws— 
“One portiolio.” This, he presumeu, was tu carly 





















cartridges in. ‘One paper folder.” These wor MipP ple had 
fulders were dangerous weapons; they must cary In additic 
terror tuthe enemy. Mr. 3S. should uread ove of YY the repo 
then more than forty swords, they would terrilp MMOL his regi 
the enemy so much. “Six kuives”—bowie soa Mal it woul 
he presussed—amounting in aii to $20. How coul rave Of aby 
Mr. S. have said that the gentieman was not respoo'Rmgton to 4). 
sible when he had also drawn $624 since «ay | ently Jay 


i that h 
Yalling hin 
OMe un an 
“gress, 


being down to the close of the just session. Surely 
he could not have fellen into such an error 4 * 
duubt the gentieman’s responsibilty. 

Mr. S. said he understood st was three thousant 





























miles from this city tv Monterey ; and, if so, be VPRRMC (with, | 
posed it was three thousand mies back agali—h a in ved 
hundred more than that, be was told. A travelllif * days 
ageulof the government was entitled to rece’ le 'Was not 
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0 serve. 
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on hi 
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cents per mue, which would make seven huwdi 

dollars more. Could Mr. S have thougut hiw 
spousible, when he was ip the receipt vi ry ad 
656, besides his colovel’s pay raucns? He - 
the reporters pow understocd him, He want O 
wilfully misrepresent any man; aid he bad vy rille , 
Gen. To. sun to see When the Cuolonel’s pa) ut 
menced, and if he found it div nut coumence 7 

as he supposed, he would readily usake the 








































honorable. ; mY here 4 
Clothing of Volunteers. Mr. Haralson, {tom ) thing w 
committe on miuttery affairs, to which he° | Bae.’ ither 
to the cioll IN the 


relerred the Jom resolution relative 
for volunteers, reported the same Ww! 
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Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That the Secretary of war be authorized and direc- 
ted inmediateiy to cause to be for varded and deliv- 
ered to the assistant quarter-master of each reginent 
of volunteers an anoint of clothing for the men of 
the same equal to their wants, and that the said 
yarter master be authorize and directed to deliv- 
er clothing to each non-commisioned officer, musi- 
cian, and private whose necessaries ‘Tequire the 
same, at the price which the said clothing has cost 
the government, and that the amount so delivered to 
each shall be charged on the pay-roll, and deducted 
from his pay. 
The resolution as amended was passed. 
On motion it was ordered that when the house 
adjourns 30th, it adjourn to meet again on Saturday 
next, 24 instant. 


Increase of pay of thearmy. Mr. Jacoh Thompson, 
offered the fuilowing amendments to be proposed, 
when in ord+r, to the bill concerning the increase of 
pay to the army of the United States : 

Strike outsections 3 and 4, and insert— 

Sec 3 And be it further enacted, That each volun- 
teer, von commissioned offi:er, or private, in the ar- 
my of the Uuited States, who has volunteered, or 
may volunteer, for twelve months or during the war, 
or who has enlisted or may enlist in the army of the 
United States for a period of five years or during the 
war, and who shall have gone or may go into the 
service, shall be entitied at the end of his time of ser- 
vice, or upon receiving an honorable discharge, to 
three months’ additional pay, aad to a warrant for 
a quarter section of land, to the United States. 

Another Explanation. Mr. Baker said that he had 
not been in the house yesterday when sume remarks 
were made in regard to the resolution he had the 
honor to offer: and he had been told that some fur- 
ther commentaties of a kindred kind had been made 
here to day. [t was not his purpose to reply to them. 
What he had to offer would take but a few words, 
and he would promise not to detain the House five 
minutes. 


He did not pretend to be skilled in constitutional 
law,nor to be very thoroughly acquainted with the 
precise extent of privileges enjoyed by members of 
the House. But he could state, that, in coming tw 
the city for twoor three days only, to present hiin 
selfon the floor of the house that he might state 
tome facts as to the condition and wants of the army, 
ithad been, he supposed, sufficient to justify him 
that gentlemen not obscure in the army, as he was, 
but men who had written their names in blood upon 
the ranks of their country’s enemies, bad done the 
tame thing. He might refer, in the connexion, to 
thehero of the Thames. As another instance, to 
Gen. ****, and to Col. Moore, who left his post at 
the head of his regiment, and took his seat as pre- 
siding ufficer in the senate of Illinois by virtue of his 
office as Lieutenant governor of the state. He had 
inthis acted as Mr. B. believed, properly and wise- 
ly. The Major of the regiment to which Mr. B. 
Was allached was a senator in the state legisiature. 
Nove of these individuals had ever so much as dreain- 
td that they were violating any principle of consti- 
lutional law, or any privilege of any legislative body, 
by laking thuse seats to which the choice of the 
people had entitled them. 


In addition tothese facts, Mr. B. was understood 
vy the reporter to say that the coinmissioned officers 
his regiment tad addressed a letter to him, stating 
Mat it would give them pleasure if he would obtain 
ave Of ausence for afew days and come to Wash- 
iglon to make those statements of fact which he had 
cently laid before the house. He had proposed to 
eu that he should resign his place in the army, and 
ailing himself of his right as a member here,should 
Me vn and advucate their interests on the floor of 
sugress. ‘I'o this they had unanimously objected, 
(with, he believed, the exception of two) had 
Med in begging him not todo it,but to come on for 
lew days and return to them without delay. 
‘Was not, of course, very pleasant to him to have 
wires made and allusions indutged in here with re- 


























10 serve, 


PVhatever remarks gentlemen might have indul- 
~ Me his course, he could pledge himself to the 
ie Wat he had not, in presenting himself before 
' rte as the advocate of the vculunteers, done 
ey, 8 Which he could suppose the house would 
" either indelicate or improper. 
ng te Course of argument on the floor, any 
te veen said which was calculated to grate 
Slings, and those who bad indulged in such 


allude to them there, or then. If any thirg had 
been said which reflected on his character as a gen- 
tleman, this «as not the time nor was this the place 
that he should think it fit to ask any explanation in 
regard to them. 

And now he hoped he mizht be permitted to add 
a word to what he had formerly said in support of 
the resolution he had had the honor to submit. The 
resolution had, as before stated, been drawn up by 
the Secretary of war. Mr. B. had proposed, as col- 
onel, to take no responsibility. He had already been 
entrusted with large amounts of public money, in the 
form of camp equipaze, &e. These were put under 
his control as an officer of the army. No officer 
was required to give bonds as to the disposition of 
such things. 

Every captain in the army was entrusted with all 
the clothing for his own company ; and many officers 
had the charge of more military clothing in the course 
of a year for one regiment of men than this resolution 
would put at his own disposal for the use of ten re- 
giments. He cared not in what form the object he 
had in view for the benefit of the volunteer regiments 
was effected, provided 11 was done in any form. Let 
the clothing be put in charge of the commissary, if 
the house preferred that arrangement. If it could 
only be acomplished at all, he should feel grateful 
and pleased to have been the instrument of making 
some addition to the soldiery appearance of these 
troops in the field. 

Mr. Schenck said there could be no more appropri- 
ate time than the present to bring before the house a 
question of privilege, having relation to the seat upon 
that floor of the gentleman from filinots (Mr. Baker) 
who had justaddressedthem. The gentleman would 
not, he was sure, misu derstand him, nether would 
the house: it was with the utmost good feeling tow- 
ard that gentlemen that he made the present remarks, 


duced to suggest to the house the propriety of iook- 
ing into a question which, as he viewed it, concerned 
the independence of the legisiative department of this 
government. 
The Chair here reminded Mr. Schenck that a vote 
of the house, recently taken, had shown that no quo- 
rum was present in the hail, and he would suggest to 
the gentleman the propriety of not pressing so im- 
portant a subject, or offering any resolution in regard 
to it in so thin a house. 

Mr. Schenck replied that, under these circumstan- 
ces, he certainly st:ould not press the inquiry at this 
time. The resolution he had desired to offer propos- 
ed an inquiry by the committee of elections as to the 
right of ihe Hon. Mr. Baker, of litinois, to occupy a 
seat upon the fvoor of the huuse, he having accepted a 
commission in the army of the United States, and 
now d ing service aud receiving compensation as an 
army officer It was based on this provision in the 
constitutivn of the United Siates, 6th section, article 
Ist. it contained, i the first part of the sentence, a 
general provision which did not touch the case; it was 
in these »ords: 


“No Senator or Representative shall, during the 
time for which he was elected, be appointed to any 
civil office under the authority of the United States 
«hich shall have been increased, during such time.” 
Aud then, in a sepsrate branch of the sentence, 
cave the following provision: 

**Aud no person hoiding any office under the Unit 

ed States shall be a member of either house during 
his centinuance in office.” 

This language embraced military officers as well 
as such as were civil in their character. The 
question presented would of course be whether, hav- 
ing received his commission as cvlonel from state au- 
thorily, but performing service for, and receiving pay 
from, the government of the United States, he was, 
in the view of tie constitution, to be considered as a 
state or a feveral officer? 

The case might, im some respects, ally itself to 
that of every member of congress who received his 
Cou. issiun irom the state which elected him, but 
performed his official duty as a constituent portion of 
ihe government of the United States, and received as 
such his pay from the treasury of the United States. 
But Mr. S. would nut press the question now. His 
only object in the resulution was to propose an ip 

quiry, aud perhaps that might be agreed to now; he 
wus confident the gentle..an from Illinois himsell 
would net object. 

Mr. Baker said be could have no objection to such 
an mquiry but this—the having his name dragged be- 
ture the house and the couutry as involveu in the 
question. He shvuid start the next day on his return 
to the army; and such being the case, he now very 
respectiully tenuered to the house the resignation of 
his seat as a member, and took his tareweil of all its 
members, including especially his very respeciable 





marks had deemed it delicate and withio their pri- 


vilege to make them, Mr. B. should certainly not 
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Mr. Schenck said that though this gentleman's cas@ 
was thus teken out of the inquiry, there were others 
ofa like kind which would come up, and as it was a 
grave question between the federal and the state go- 
vernments of the country, te hoped it would receive 
due consideration and a deliberate decision. 

The Speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the secretary of the navy, transmitting a 
report from the commissioner of pensions, embracing 
‘ta list of the names of persons who have applied for 
relief under the navy pension laws, and whose claims 
have been rejected, with the reasons therefor,” which 
letter and report were laid upon the table. 

DEATH OF THE HON. ALEXANDER BARROW. 

A message having been received froin the Senate 
announcing the death of the Hon. Alexander Barrow, 
Senator from the State of Louisana— 

Mr. Morse, of Louisiana, rose and addressed the 
house as fullows: 

Mr. Speaker: The melancholy communication 
which has just been read, and a request from my 
colleagues in this house, has devolved upon me the 
painful duty of arresting the ordinary business of your 
body for the purpose of announcing the solemn intel- 
ligence that Alexander Barrow, late one of the 
senators from the state of Louisiana, is now no more. 
Within the past year death has reaped a golden 
harvest, and numbers among his victims some of the 
brightest ornaments of our commonwealth. 

To many of these it has been permitted to give the 
latest pulsation of their hearts and the last life dcop 
of their blood in defence of their country—to realize 
the noblest sentiment that can anunate the human 
heart, “How sweet it is to die for our country.”— 
But that death is still more noble when heralded by 
the shouts of victory, so dearly purchased by their 
own valor. 

Among the many noble sons whose untimely death 
our common mother now deplores, none, not one, 


and exclusively from a sense of duty that he was in- | combined in a more enviable form those rare quali- 


lies of head and heart which make men love them 
than did my departed friend. 

A native of the state of Tennessee, born within a 
few miles of the city of Nashville, the first elements 
of that chivalric character, that nobie bearing, that 
manly form and vigorous constitution, were in pact 
received from early eduction aud discipline at the 
military academy at West Point. 

He pursued his legal studies in Tennessee, and 
there laid the foundation of a thorough acquaintance 
with English jurisprudence. He re.oved goon af- 
terwards to the state of Louisiana, and made himself 
well acquainted with the principles of the civil law, 
in which he promised to beco.we one of the most dis 

tinguished jurisconsults, had not the partiality of his 
friends and his ow inclinations marked out for him 
another career. 

His fine talents, generous impulses, and integrity 
of character soon won for him the esteem and adini- 
ration of an enlightened constituency, who selected 
him as their representative in the legislature of his 
adupted state, and continued their confidence io him 
by re-electing him as often as was agreeable to bis 
wishes. 

‘I he occasional developement uf talents which, on 
ordinary subjects, he seemed unwilling or averse to 
exhinit, the suavity of his manners in his intercourse 
with his brother members, and the confidence in the 

purity of his motives, served still more to increase 
the admiration of his friends, and extorted homage 

from his opponents. 


In 1840, then not forty years of age, he was elected 
to a full term in the Senate of the United Siates, 
which elevated position he filled in a manner highly 
honorable to himself and eminently useiul to his 
country. 

There was a blunt honesty of purpose and a frank 
boldness in his manner which, though it might some- 
umes offend, always commended itself to our respect 
from the consciousness of its integrity. 

He was taken suddenly ill on Friday evening, 
while on a visitto Baltimore. His disease resisted 
ail the skill and attention which the solicitude of his 
friends had summoned from Baltimore and Philadel- 
phia, and on Tuesday morning about five o’cluck, in 
the full possession of all his facult:es, with a perfect 
consciousness of his approaching end, with a firm- 
ness which marked his whole lile, surrounded by nu- 
merous friends from both houses of Congress, per- 
ished all but the immurtal spirit of Alexauder Bar- 
row. 

Although his disease was so violent in its course 
that many of his friends ry kuew of his iliness 
uatil after its fatal termination, | had the melancholy 


satisfaction of being with hun a few hours before he 
died. His Jast mo..ents were occupied with the ten- 
derest and heart rending allusions to his wife, chil- 
dren, and country. 


When these melancholy tidings shall reach his now 





friend irom Ohio, (Mr. Starkweather.) . 








happy home, who can penetrate, in imagination, that 
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eil_of wo that must enshroud his wife ond. only 
Aaughler, bu will offer up the disposer of all things 


soe Pate at he will ‘temper the wind to the shorn 


~*T'wo sons, the younger of whom was with him, and 
the other a student of Harvard college, with his wife 
and his daughter in Lovisiana, constitute all his im- 
gagainte. tammy. A Rgepmunandalion tohis friends to 
atch over their educajion, and be asa father to 
‘them, one bitter pang that he could not for the last 
Aime press her to his bosom who had been to him the 
most devoted wife, were the last of earthly matters 
‘that occupied his thoughts. May his children be 
only roriby of their sire! His friends ask nu more. 
..,When.1 pressed his cold hand for the last time, he 
returned that grasp with a strength which even dis- 
‘ease seemed scarcely to have weakened, and, in a 
voice of more than usual firmness, said ‘‘I shall never 
‘gee Louisiana more.” No, brave spirit, you will not 
again revisit the scenes of so many bright and happy 
ears, but your numerous friends need not the pre- 
gence of that manly form, nor the marble nor the 
“canvass, to recall the many kind and delightful asso- 
ciations that will forever be entwined with the name 
‘of Alexander Barrow. 
~ Was this dispensation of Providence visited upon 
us to remind us how frail] the tenure of our lives is, 
the death of our friend forms an impressive lesson. 
~ Among the youngest members of the senate, bless- 
ed with competence, extensive and influential family 
connexions, health and a constitution not impaired or 
‘even approached by disease, there was no member of 
‘either house who had a more reasonable expectation 
‘in Tooking forward to a long and brilliaut career; and, 
‘when the summons shall come to all of us, may the 
‘consciousness of a well-spent life enable us to meet 
it like a “Preux Chevalier, sans peur et sans re- 
proche.” 
~ “The death of Alexander Barrow is the fourth that 
has occurred, within the brief space of four years, in 
‘the small delegation from Louisiana; and true it is 
‘death loves a shining mark.” Porter, Bossier, 
Dawson, Barrow! What four names living can out- 
‘weigh yours dead? The earth that holds you dead 
‘bears not alive four nobler spirits; and, while the 
‘mighty Mississippi rolls her tribute to the sea, your 
“memories will live in the hearts of your country- 
nen. 

In conclusion, 1 move you the adoption of the fol- 
Jow ing resolutions. 

Resolved, That this house has heard with deep sen- 
sibility the announcement of the death of the Hon. 
Alexander Barrow, a senator in congress from the 
‘state of Louisiana. 

' Resolved, That asa testimony of respect for the 
memory of the deceased, the members and officers of 
‘this house will wear the usual badge of mourning for 
thirty days. 

' Resolved, That the proceedings of this house, in re- 
Jation to the death of the Hon. Alexander Barrow, 
‘be communicated to the family of the deceased by 
‘the clerk. 

"Resolved, That this house will attend the funeral of 
the deceased in a body; and, asa further mark of 
respect for his memory, that it do now adjourn. 

The house then adjourned. 

Tihurspay, Dec. 3lst.—The House attended by 
their officers joined in the solemnities of the funeral 
of Senator Barrow of Louisiana,—and then stood 
‘adjourned to Monday, the 4th inst. 


——— Saeed 
MESSAGE OF GOVERNOR PRATT. 

















EXTRACTS FROM THE MESSAGE OF GOVERNOR PRATT, 
TO THE LEGISLATURE OF MARYLAND, TUESDAY, 


DECEMBER 29, 1846. 
FOREIGN RELATION8——-WAR WITH MEXICO—MARYLAND 
LINE. 

Senators, and genilemen of the house of delegates: 
Since the adjournment of the last legislature the 
northwestern boundary belween the United States 
and Great Britain has been established by the two 
governments to the satisfaction of the people of each 
country; and the adjustment of this question, through 
‘the public will and sentiment of the two nations, 
ee aSsurance that the amicable relations, which 
ave been happily restored, will not sgain be disturb- 
ed by the governments of either country. 
At the period referred to, it was generally believ- 
ed that our difficulties with Mexico were more cer- 
tainly susceptible of an amicable adjustment, and 
less apprehension was consequently felt, by your 
predecessors, of ‘a collision with that country than 
with Great Britain. ‘The result bas shown the fal- 
lacy of human judgment—the inadequacy of human 
intellect to fathom the future. Texas had been an. 


“nexed to the American thion without occasioning a 


war with Mexico; but the subsequent determination 


between the United States:and Mexico,the boundary 
of Texas as defined by the Texan congress, anlerior | the sword necessary to the honor of the country, the 

: deep condemnation which will follow that con 
tion, will not. spring from the amount of the public 
treasury unnecessarily expended, but from the Ics; 
ed on the thirteenth day of 


to her.aunexation, has given rise to the war which 
now exists between that Republic and the U. States. 
The congress of the United States, by an act pass- 
May, 1846, recognised 
the existence of a state of war between the United 
States and the republic of Mexico, and authorised 
the president to accept of the service of a volunteer 
force, not exceeding fifty thousand men, and to call 
on the states for their respective quota of that force. 
Under this law the president made a requisition on 
me for two regiments of infantry, as the quota of 
that force, to be supplied by the state of Maryland. 
| immediately isssued a proclamation calling upon 
the citizens of the state to volunteer for that -pur- 
pose: and the patriotic ardor manifested by the sons 
of Maryland, to rally under the flag of their country, 
enabled me ina few days after the date of my pro- 
clamation, to call upon the secretary of war with 
the assurance that | could supply the entire quota of 
(this state within any period he might designate; pro- 
vided he would authorise me to give the assurance 
to those who, might volunteer, that they would be re- 
ceived and mustered into the service of the United 
States. The secretary of war stated that the presi- 
dent had no intention to receive into actual service 
any partof the force called for from this state; and 
I of course abandoned, as worse than useless cere- 
mony, the idea of organizing two volunteer regi- 
ments, under the requisition of the president, when 
informed that he had no intention to accept their 
services. Before, however, the intention of the go- 
vernment was known, three companies had organiz- 
ed in the cily of Baltimore, whose claim to be mus- 
tered into the service of the United States the pre- 
sident subsequently recognised, and they, with two 
companies from the District of Columbia, were sent 
to the seat of war, under the command of Lieut. 
Colonel Wittiam H. Warson, who has since meta 
soldier’s death, in leading his battalion in a charge 
upor the Mexican batteries. 
The requisition of the president, the proclamation 
issued by me, and a letter from the secretary of war, 
explanatory of the requisition, are herewith submit- 
ted, as documents which should be preserved to ex- 
plain the smallness of the force which Maryland has 
sent into the field; and to show the readiness of her 
people to meet the call of the federal executive, in 
defence of our common country. 
In placing Maryland in her true position upon this 
subject, I wust not be understood as desiring to throw 
any censure upon the president for the course pur- 
sued by him, under this act of congress. His taking 
the major of the force for actu.l service from the 
southern and south western states is attributable, 1 
have no doubt, to the greater facility with which 
they could reach the seat of war; and to their sup- 
pused better adaptation to the climate of the country 
in which the war is waged. Whatever was his ob- 
ject in making his requisitions for the entire force, 
when he only designed to receive into the service 
a part of that force, the effect has been to exhibit to 
Mexico, and the world, the great political specta- 
cle of a free people, diflering amongst themselves, as 
to the necessity, policy, and national utility of the 
war, uniting as one man for its prosecution against 
the enemies of their country. 
Indisposed from habit and temperament to look at 
the darker side of every question, I cannot see, as 
some do, in every victory achieved by American va- 
lor, a lurking dauger to the institutions of the coun 
try; and although | am fully impressed with the con- 
viction that in other hands the present war might 
have been avoided by the federal government, bene- 
ficially and with honor to the country, I cannot view 
the mere expenditure of the public treasure, as out- 
weizhing the national benefits which have so far re 
sulted from the conflict. 


The national debt, by creating the necessity of a 
larger revenue, may be converted by those who are 
to follow our present rulers, into a national blessing, 
by affording adequate protection to American indus- 
try. Butindependently of this—the mere treasure 
which has been expended is in my judgment fully 
compensated by the manifestation of union and pat- 
riotism, “hich have been exhibited by the American 
people—by the national glory won by American 
valor—by the confidence which has been established 


by the sense of security, consequent upon the firm 
reliance, which for the future, will be placed in the 
efficiency of our only true national defence—the Ci- 
tizen Soldier. 

When in their opinion the proper time has arrived 


thoroughly investigate the conduct of their govern- 


be that this war was not called for by such grievous 





of the federal executive to majotain as the boundary 


has been shed in the proseculion of the war. 


uncalled for by such momentous national necess; 
as would justify the federal executive in waging ji 
’ 


in the efficiency of our regular army—and above all, 


for that purpose, the people of the country will 


ment upon this subject; and if their conviction shall 





nr 





as rendered an appeal to the bloody arbitrament o f 


convic. 


of those gallant sons of the republic, whose bloog 


' If th 
result of this investigation shall be that the war it 


lies, 


the condemnation of our federal rulers will be no. 
where more unanimously expressed than in Mary. 
land; for she has suffered more severely than her 
sister states. Before the American army had met 
the enemy, it was her lot to mourn the loss of ong 
of her gallant sons, (the gallant Col. Truman Cross} 
treacherously murdered upon the banks of the Ri, 
Grande; and although every conflict with the foe has 
rasulied in a glorious victory, the rejoicings of her 
citizens have been cheeked and saddened, by the 
loss, in every battle, of some of the most distinguisp. 
ed of those whom she had sent forth to serve their 
country. 

Although the memory of those who have perished 
will live im the hearts of their countrymen, it wil), 
gentlemen, be your duty to meet the wishes of your 
constituents, by taking the necessary steps to ex. 
press, in a suitable manner, on behalf of the state, 
her deep surrow and lamentation for the loss inflicted 
upon her, and the country, by their untimely death, 
As the existing legislation of congress gives a pen- 
sion only for five years to the widow or orphan of 
the officer or soldier who may have been killed ip 
battle, it will be expected by your constituents that 
you will take such steps as will ensure such a per. 
manent provision, either through the action of con- 
gress, or by your action, as will be suffieient to keep 
from want the widows and orphans of the Maryland 
officers and soldiers who have heen killed in fighting 
the battles of their country. 


Will you permit me, gentlemen, in reference to 
Ahis subject, to trespass so much further upon your 
attention, as to express my conviction that you will 
be performing an acceptable service to your constis 
tuents, by expressing the approbation of the state, of 
the conduct of those of her surviving sons, who have 
distinguished themselves in the battles which have 
been fought? 
The gcvernor then refers to the existing militi 
laws of the state, and advises sundry amendment 
thereto. 

STATE DEPT AND FINANCES. 
‘Our state for the last six years has been unable 
to meet her liabilities, from causes referred to, an 
fully explained in my message to the last legislature 
For a portion of that period, the public debt had in 
creased, by the accumulation of interest, with fear 
ful rapidity; and at the close of the fiscal year, im 
mediately preceding my qualification as goveraor 
the arrears of interest amounted to $1,432,154 51. 
The law imposing the direct tax had passed @ 
December session 1840, and with the other revenut 
measures, subsequently passed, were found whol 
inadequate to arrest the progressive accumulation 
interest, and consequent increase of the public debt 
To the total insufficiency of the taxes which i 
been imposed, if fully paid, to meet the demands up? 
the treasury, was superadded the more alarait 
fact, that in seven counties of the state, the rever 
laws were unenforced. In this disastrous condili 
of the public finances, it became my duty to dev 
and recommend such measures as would be adeqia 
to redeem the public faith and render justice 0" 
creditors of the state. 4t was manifest to mealll 
juncture, that prompt and efficient action on the pa 
of the legislative and executive branches of thes 
vernment, or permanent insolvency ard dishond 
were the necessary alternatives. At this criss 
the affairs of the state, 1 had a right to expet! 
cordial! support of every citizen who valued Whe! 




































the other revenue laws, will be demonstrat 
comparison of the previous, with the su - 
financial condition of the treasury. During po 
year ending on the first of December, 1B 
surer paid on account, of interest $395,059 0%», 
less than one year’s interest by the sum 0? a 
54: and the public debt was consequently rg 
during that fiscal year by the amount of ” 

In the following fiscal year ending on yar Ke 
December, 1845, the treasurer paid, howe a1, 
quidation of interest, the sum of $710,78 ts 















national wrongs inflicted by the Republic of Mexico, 


more than one year’s interest by the sum ° 
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for the opposition to some of the measures a Varre rg, 
mended, which was manifested in some SeCllOMRMby the s1.), 
the state. I did, however, receive the oe tice that | 
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35, decreasing the public debt by that amount, and 
making a relative difference of $315,724 89, in the 
financial operations of the two years. 

If this comparison is extended to the close of the 
fiscal year on the first of December last, it will show 
that there was paid in that year towards the ex- 
tinguishment of interest, the sum of $732,289 99, 
being $76,868 83 more than the accruing interest 
for the year, and lessening the public debt by that 
gmount. But, gentlemen, | have had a double ob 
ject in instituting this comparison between the pre- 
existing system of taxation unexecuted, and the sys- 
tem as-perfected by the teyislation of 1844 1845, and 
fully enforced; my chief onject has been to show, by 
actual practical results, that the existing tax laws 
gre more than adequate to meet the current demands 
upon the treasury. 1 will now proceed to show that 
you will be justified, without the imposition of addi- 
tional taxes, in funding the arrears of interest, and 
in proclaiming a day upyn which the state shall re- 
gume the payment of ali current demands upon her 
treasury, avd thereby cast off forever the reproach 
which for so many years has rested upon her and her 

le. 

Your first object in prosecuting this inquiry, will 
be to ascertain the amouut of interest which it will 


be necessary to fund, that you may know the conse- |- 


quent increase in the demands upon the treasuay; 
and itis my uty to give you the data upon which 
your estimates should be predicated — [ will suppose 
that you will decide to fund to the first of October 
next,exclusive of the interest of that quarter. You 
will then have the arrears of interest on the first of 
December, 1846, $1,299,922. 33 
One month’s interest due on the Ist of 
January, 1847 51,220 00 
The quarterts interest due on the Ist of 
April, 1847 
And the quarter’s interest due or the 
Istof July, 1847 


94,458 00 
231,453 00 


ene 





Which will make the interest due, and 
to become due to that date $1,677,053 33 
Your determination to fund will involve, as its ne- 
cessary consequence, the repeal of the laws which 
authorize the payment of taxes in coupons. If you 
should pass an act repealing the coupon laws, to take 


f effect from the first of July next, 1 should think 1 


fair (in view of the anxiety which will be felt to pay 
the taxes by this depreciated means) to estimate 
thatthe ammount to be funded will not exceed $1,- 
200,0u0. 


Your next object should be to ascertoin what will 


be the current demands upon the treasury. The an- 


nual cluims upon the treasury consist of the ordinary 


B expenses of the state govornment, which may be es- 


timated at 

The interest on the public debt, exclu- 
sive of the interest on the tobacco 
loan, which 1s paid by that fund, at 


$200,000 00 


651,821 16 





Making the present demands upon 

the treasury $851,821 16 

To this you must add the interest on ove million 
(Wo hundred thousand dollars, the debt now proposed 
lube funded, at such rate as in your judgment the 
honor of the state, and the just claims of her credi 
lorsmay require you to estavlish. 

The only remaining inquiry will be, whether the 
tkisting tax laws wall yieié a suffictent revenue to 
meet this demand upon the treasury. The impor- 
lance of correct conciusions upon this subject can- 
Mol be overrated: as an error in your estimates 
Would eniail upon the state the humiiiation of a 
cond insvivency; and 1 must therefore solicit for 
the views which 1 enleriain, aod shall express, the 
Mist thorough investigation. 


ln the first’ place, then, may not the adequacy of 

®tXisting lax laws be assumed from the fiscal! re- 
Wits Of the jast two yeors? Or, in other words, if 
ihe legislature of 1844 had funded the interes: then 
Harre.rs, and ordered the resumption of payment 

y the state, \ ould not the receipts of the treasury 
slice (hat time have enabled the state to maintain | 
*rsulvency to the present moment? Inthe fiscal 


mt ending on the first of December, 1845, the 


*usurer, siler paying the ordinary expenses of the 
ent paid $55,363 35 wore than the mterest 
ch accrued fur the same period, and had in the 
' asury on that Gay a surplus of $199,412 16. It is 
.Telore manifest that for thal fiscai year the state 
by lave met all the liabiliues which funding and 
| “ aery would have imposed upon her. In the 
eye cal year, ending on the Ist December, 1846, 
"treet, aiter the payment of the ordinary ex- 
trey P22 $76,863 83 more than the current in- 
the = the puvitc debt for that yaar, and retained 
ilap| reasury @ surplus of $147,913 41, thus ciearly 


rhe. the aviily of ue tWeasury in that year, 


consequent upon tne funding of the arrears of inter- 
est on the public debt. 

Gentlemen, I donot desire that you should rely 
upon any opinion expressed by me upon this momen- 
tous subject. [tis your province to give to this sab- 
ject a minute and thorough exanination,and itis my 
desire solely to suggest for your consideration, such 
factsas may facilitate your investigation and assist 
you in arriving at correct conclusions. In my judg- 
mhnt you could not adopt a method of investigation 
which would lead you more certainly to correct re- 
sults, than by looking to the receipts of the past year, 
and by an examination of the resources from which 
those receipts were derived, to ascertain whether 
the receipts from the saine sources will be increased 
or diminished in future years. If you should adopt 
this course, you will find that the receipts fur the 
last year were, were from the direct tax 
$523 049 67 
334 703 04 


Making the aggregate receipts $917,752 74 

In following the train of investigation suggested, 
your attention would now be directed to the inquiry, 
whether the direct tax for the future will probably 
yield an increased or diminished revenue. 

Upon this pint, let me invite your cons deration 
of a single fact. By an act of the last sesssion, a re- 
asseasiient was ordered of the property in the city 
of Baltimore. This assessment has not been com. 
pleted—but with the desire of supplying you with ail 
the information neces-ary to just conclusions upon 
the subject, | addressed a letter to the Mayor of 
that city, requesting him to inform me what would 
be the resultof that assessment; and | have received 
acommunication from him, in which he says that 
“the assessipent will not fall shortof $80,000,000.” 
If this estimate be correct, it will add $25,171,734 io 
the assessment upon which the direct tax now oper- 
ates, and will increase the revenue which will accrue 
from that source $62.929 46. It will be for you to 
decide whether this increase inthe revenue will 
preventa decrease of receipts from that source. 

In pursuing this investigation, it will only remain 
for you toexamine the various sources of revenue, 
other than the direct tax, from which (as you have 
seen) the receipts in the past year amounted to $394,- 
703 04, for the purpose of decidiug whether you 
can rely with certainty upon increased receipts for the 
future, from those sources. 1 by no means intend to 
travel over this wide field of investigation, and shall 
content myself with referring very briefly, to two or 
three of the indirect taxes, and in an after portion of 
this communication more at large to the connexion 
of the State with her various works of internal im 
provement, and the revenue which may be derived 
from that source. 

You are aware that the laws imposing a tax upon 

the commissions of ‘Trustees, Executors and Admin- 
istrators, have not until now been in full practical 
operation; and] have no hesitancy in saying that you 
may rely with pesilive certainty upon an increased 
revenue from those laws. 
The amendment of the Stamp Act atat the last 
session, by which lottery tickets are required to be 
stamped, only went into effect on the first of Decem- 
ber iast, and you may consequently rely with entire 
certainty upon increased receipts from that source. 
in reference to the probable recerpts in future from 
the internal improvement companies in which the 
State has invested so much of her capital, 1 merely 
desire in this connexion to furnish you with some 
facts which which will assist you in the present in- 
vestigation. 

In the past fiscal year the receipts from the works 
of internal improvement were less than in the prece- 
ding year, by the following amounts : 

The decrease of the dividends trom the Bal- 
timore and Ohio Rail Road Company 
Baltimore and Susquehanna Rail Road Com- 


And from other sources 





$15,000 


pany less by - : - : 14,000 
Tide Water and Susquehanna Canal Compa- 
ny Icss by . : : - 63,250 


Making the diminution of receipts for the 
present year~ - - - «© + $92,250 
And in -estimating your ability to maintain the 
public faith, you may, 1 think, for the future, rely 
upon those companies for incieased aid, at least equal 
to that deficit. 


As it is possible from the mode in which the reve- 
enue is collected and paid into the treasury, that a 
small deficiency may exist on some quarier vays 
when interest is payable, which would be certainly 
met within 60 or 90 days by subsequent receipis, 
| would recommend for your consideration the pol- 
icy of conferring upon the teasurer the power to 
burrow the amount necessary to meet such a contin- 
gency, on a piedge of the bank stocks of the state.— 


practicable, and would remove.all apprehension or 
doubt of the state’s future ability to meet all her en- 
gagements with certainty and punctuality. 

The decrease of expenditure consequent uoon the 
passage by you of the Biennial ‘session bill will be 
adverted to hereafter, but in this connexion it will be 
necessary for you to estimate the relief which it 
will afford by lessening the demands upon the-treasury. 

The laws regulating sales by auctioneers ‘require 
amendments; and I will suggest those which have 
vecurred to me to to the appropriate committees of 
your bodies. I have in a former communication re- 
commended a review of the existing tax laws, the 
equalization, or repeal of those which operate une- 
qually; and a condensation of the whole into one or 
two statutes, which last would abridge the labors 
and facilitate the execution of the duties of the reve- 
nue officers of the state; and I must again respectfully 
ask your attention to those subjects. 

Having satisfied yourselves, that the existing tax 
laws, faithfully executed, are adequate to sustain the 
crecit of the state, the period at which the necessit 
for their continuance will probably terminate, will 
present an inquiry of deep interest to your constitu- 
ents, and one altogether worthy of your considera. 
lion. It is certain that the necessity for the continu- 
ance of the present taxes can only be removed by 
the paymentof the pubdlic debt, or by the provision 
of sufficient revenue from other sources to’ meet the 
accruing interest on that debt; and the public mind 
can only be directed for relief, two’ sources, the one 
certain but remote, the other more uncertain, but 
less remote in its probable effects. For the relief to 
be derived from the first source, (the payment of the 
debt,) we can rely with entire certainty, upon the 
vperation of the sinking fund already established.— 
For the relief to be derived from the provision of 
adequate revenue from other sources than taxation, 
you must look exclusively to the works of internal 
improvement, in which the whole amount of the 
debt has been invested. 

By the operation of the sinking fund, as now es- 
tablished, the regular payment of the accruing intor- 
est on the state debt, will extinguish the principal of 
thatdebt, in thirty years from the present time.— 
This fund amounted on the first of December, 1844, 
to $1,276,306 70; on the first of December, 1845, to 
$1,411,911 54; and on the first of Devember, 1846; 
the close of the present fiscal year, to $1,510,922 30, 
thus fully manifesting its adequacy to redeem the 
principal of the debt within the period above desig- 
nated. The people therefore are incited to the 
punctual payment of the state tax, not only by their 
obligation to sustain the public faith, but also by the 
know ledge that they are thereby paying off the debt 
ttself, and gradually relieving themselves from the 
burthens which it now imposes upun them. The 
citizens of Maryland now fully comprehend, not only 
thei duty, but also their interest, in reference to this 
subject; butthey will not in future, look with indif- 
ference to the non-payment of the state tax, by any 
pertion on their fellow-citizens. They see that 
the due observance of the revenue Jaws by all is 
not more essential to the credit of the state than to 
their own interest, and will no longer submit to the 
inlury which the non-payment of the tax by any part 
of the community would inflict upon the:state and 
themselves.” 


The message proceeds to furnish an abstract from 
documents which accompanies the message, showing 
the amount which the state has invested in works of 
internal improvement—Which consists of 
lnvestments as stockholder in the B. 








& Ohio R. R. $500,000 
Do inthe Wash. branck of do 550,000 
Do in the Balt. & Susque. R. R. 1uu,UU0 
Do in do as a preferred creditor 2,132,045 
Do in do as do (claim for interest) 773,000 
Do in Sus. Tide Water canal as 
preferred creditor 1,192,500 
Do in do for interest 64,750 
Do .w Chesapeake and O. canal 622,000 
Do indo as preferred creditor 
and Stockholder 6,572,666 
Do indo preferred claim for in- 
terest paid 2,531,734 
Aggregate of the state’s investments in 
these four work $15,138,029 


[We must defer a notice of the residue of the mes- 
sage. | 





THE PRESENT COND! TION OF THE ARMY. 








Adjutant General's Office, 
Washington, December 5, 1846. 
Sir: Io obedience to your instructions, | have the 
hopor herewith to submit the following statements 








“Met every liability which would have been | 


This would render resumption entirely sate and 


and returns of the army: 
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1. Tabular view of organization, marked A. 

2. General return of the regular army, B. 

3. Position and distribution of the troops in the 
eastern division, C. 

4. Position and distribution of the troops in the 
western division, D. 

5. A tabular statement of the whole number of 
recruits enlisted from October 1, 1845, to September 
30, 1846, E. 

The authorized regular force (officers and men) is 
16,998, and is constituted as follows: 














a 
3 855 
i Sf 228 ¢ 
Designation of corps and $5 ¢€3 - a 
troops of the line. ‘ea €F& 2 
so0 S725 w& 
° Goes ar 
S&S §6ts < 
7, oa > 
General officers 6 - 6 
General staff 58 - 58 
Medical department 7 ~ 71 
Pay department 19 - 19 
Officers of the corps of 
engineers 43 - 43 
Officers of the corps of 
topographical eng’rs. 36 - 36 
Officers of the ordnance 
department 28 ~ 28 
Military storekeepers ~ ~ 17 
Aggregate 261 - 278 
Two regiments of dra- 
goons 68 2230 2298 
One regiment of mount- 
ed riflemen 34 765 799 
Four reg’ts of artillery 172 §=64 480 4,660 
Eight reg’ts of infantry 264 8,832 9,096 
Aggregate troops of the 
line 538 16315 16.853 
One company of engineer 
soldiers, (sappers, mi- 
ners, and pontoniers) - 100 100 
Ordnance sergeants - 45 45 
Aggregute of the au- 
thorized reg’r force *799 16,460 16,998 


The actual force in service, commissioned officers 
and men, is 10,381—leaving a deficiency of 6,958 to 


be recruited. 


The mechanics and laborers belonging to the ord- 
nance department, not being restricted in number by 
law, are not included in the foregoing exhibit. The 


number now in service is 309. 


General and staff officers of the volunteer forces in the 


service of the United States. 


Genera] officers 8 
Quartermaster’s department, (7 majors, 26 cap- 
tains) 33 
Commissary’s department, (7 majors, 22 cap- 
tains) 29 
Medical] department, (22 surgeons, 24 assistant 
surgeons) 46 
Additional paymasters, (under the 25 section, 
act of July 5, 1838) 17 
Total general and staff officers provided fur 
the volunteer troops in commission at this 
time 133 


The army in campaign. 


The army in Mexico has been augmented during | \., probable that detachments have been drawn from 
the year by recruits and detachments of regular 


troops drawn from various points, and by numerous 


regiments of twelve months volunteers. 


The land forces employed in prosecuting the war 


may be estimated as follows: 
REGULARS. 
Io the field, officers and men, including gene- 
ral staff 
Troops at sea, and under orders to join the 
army 
Recruits en route for the aeat of war 





Aggregate regulars in campaign 


VOLUNTEERS. 
In the field 
At sea, for California 





Aggregate volunteers in campaign 


posed of the following regiments: 


6,613 


1,098 
762 


8,473 


15,745 
766 


16,511 
The regular force on active field service is com- 





The actual nuniber of commissioned officers is 780; 
nineteen hold commissions bvih in the staff and line, 
are counted twice,and should be deducted from the 
number 799, made by adding the fuil number allowed 


to each regiment and corps. 





On the 2ist of September, it appears by the state- 
ment then submitted by the secretary of war that 
the volunteer force in the field (twelve months men) 
amounted to 23,161 officers and men, exclusive of 
the general officers and staff provided for the irre- 
gular troops. This force, it is seen, does not now 
exceed 16.500, if the data upon which the strength 
of the army is based be tolerably correct. 
Distribution of the army in campaign. 

Army under command or order of Major General 
Taylor— 














Regular troops 5,663 
En route to Mexico 981 
Recruits en roule 762 
Regulars 7,406 
Volunteer troops 10,926 
Aggregate 18,332 
Under Brigadier General Wool, charged 
with the conduct of a separate division— 
Regular troops 621 
Volunteers 2,039 
2,660 
Under Brig. General Kearney, charg- 
ed with the conduct of a separate division 
in New Mexico and California— 
Regular troops 446 
Volunteers 3,546 
3,992 
Aggregate force employed in the field 24,984 


Of this force (24,984) 8,473 are of the regular 
army and 16,511 volunteers. 
The achievments of every division and battalion 
in the field have nubly sustained the character of the 
regular army. In the day of battle the efficiency 
and skill displayed only equalled the expectations of 
those best acquainted with its high state of disei- 
pline, &c. The victories won and the graves of the 
fallen attest the ability and valor of the veterans of 
other wars, as well as of younger officers—eleves of 
the National Academy, and others. 
The volunteer troops won unfading laurels in the 
sanguinary battle of Monterey. Their gallantry was 
conspicuous wherever duty called. Many fell in the 
action. 


The destination of a part of the troops reported 
‘ten route to Mexico” for the army under Major Ge- 
neral Taylor has been suddenly changed; and it is 


the lower Grande for Tampico, which reduces the 
force reported under the immediate order of that 
general. But the additional volunteer force recently 
called into the service will soon be pushed forward 
in the direction of the Rio Grande. 

Of the force reported as under the orders of Bri- 
gadier General Kearney, one company of the third 


Monterey, California, July 14th, and the New York 
regiment of volunteers for the same destination em- 
barked 25th September. 


several officers of the staff who accompany him) 
adequate for the service in view. 


ly diminished since the war with Mexico. 

New York harbor—Fort Columbus, one com- 
pany second regiment artillery 

Chesapeake bay—Fort Monroe, one company 


regiment of artillery embarked at New York for 


The brigadier reported, 
October 16th, that he was en route for that country 
from Santa Fe, with two companies of the first re- 
giment of dragoons, deeming that force (with the 


Distribution of troops in the eastern and western divisions. 

The forts on the sea coast and the posts on the 
western frontiers have nearly all] been evacuated, 
and the garrisons of the few now occupied been great- 


102 


_ a 
Ist dragoons, 8 companies 560 1.283 Charleston harbor, 8. C.—Fort Moultrie, one 
2d do do 723 , , mm a third regiment artillery 66 
Ist artillery S companies A Gulf of Mexico—Fort Pickens, Pensacola 
Qd do 9 do 787 2-706 harbor, Florida, one company Ist artillery 43 
3d do 8 = do 660 ™ Gai, 
4th do 8 do 650 Four companies of artillery 939 
Ist infantry, 4 companies 188 } ctintals 
2d do 9 do 687 Fort Mackinac, Michigan—one company se- 
3d do 6 do 319 cond regiment infantry, (detached at Fort 
4th do 6 ~— do 332{ 9 898 Brady) “4 
Sth do 6 do 343 ; Fort Snelling, Upper Mississippi, lowa—two 
6th do 4 — do 326 companies first regiment infantry 137 
7th do 6 do 325 Fort Scott, Missour: frontier, (on the Marmi- 
8th do 6 do 378 | tou)—one company Ist regiment infantry 43 
Rifle reg’t Qcompanies 665 665 Cherokee country—Fort Gibson—one com. 
Company ofengineer soldiers 71 71 pany first regiment dragoons 40 
Recruits en route 762 762 One company sixth regiment infantry 49 89 
— Fort Smith, Arkansas—one company first re- 
8,385 giment dragoons 70 
The volunteers employed in the war consist of | Fort Washita, Arkansas—one company sixth 
twenty-seven regiments and two companies, of which} regiment infantry 72 
five regiments are cavalry or mounted men and twen- , hte 
ty-two infantry, except a part of one battalion, of} Two companies dragoons and six companies 
which two of the companies are field artillery. infantry—aggregate 485 


In addition to the twenty-seven regiments and two 
companies of volunteers reported in the field, seven 
other companies are now 1n the service of the Unit. 
ted States, and stationed as follows: 

Iowa—one company foot, Fort Atkinson 74 
Wisconsin—one company foot, Fort Crawford 67 
Arkansas battalion, (two companies horse and 
three companies foot)— 

Three companies at Fort Gibson, Cherokee 
country 
One company at Fort Smith, Arkansas 381 


One company at Fort Wayne, Arkansas 
. 


me 


Aggregate 522 


The recruiting service. 


The recruiting service has been pushed with vi- 
gor. Several companies, much reduced, have been 
temporarily broken up, rendering available more of- 
ficers for this essential service than otherwise could 
have been withdrawn from active duty in the field. 

The whole number of men enlisted from the Ist 
of October, 1845, to the 30th of September, 1846, is 
5,945, being an excess of 2,388 over the previous 
year. The number enlisted in October and Novem- 
ber, and to be enlisted in December, may be put 
down at 1,500. 

The raising of numerous regiments of volunteers 
and the greater inducements to enter for short peri- 
ods, satisfactorily accounts for the want of better 
success in recruiting for the regular army. High 
wages for labor is another cause reported as having 
a decided influence upon the recruiting service; but 
more than all, perhaps, the distinction seen in the 
pension laws between the private soldier of the re- 
gular army and the volunteer, and which operates so 
unfavorably to the former. The widows and or 
phans of the volunteers who may be killed in bat- 
tle, or die of wounds received in the service, are 
pensioned; while the widows and orphans of the re- 
gular soldiers who die under the same circumstances 
are entirely unprovided for by Jaw. 

The rank and file of the army, (enlisted men of 
artillery, infuntry, dragoons, and riflemen) including 
detachments, recruits, and recruiting parties, may 
be computed to be about ten thousand men by the 
3ist of December. 

The objections heretofore urged to the bounly-i 
hand system. deemed to be valid in time of peace, are 
not applicable toa state of war. L[ recommend, 
therefore, that the provisions of the 12th section 0 
the act entitled ‘‘An act fixing the military peact 
establishinent,” &c. approved March 16, 1802. (" 
peated in 1833*) be now re-enacted and continue 
during the war, and no longer. The impulse giv 
to the recruiting service would be prompt and dec 
sive of better success. 

] respectfully request the attention of the depatt 
ment to the special report I had the honor to subml 
to the secretary of war July 30, 1846, on the subjee 
of providing an additional major for each of the" 
giments of the line. 1 then stated that “a view 
the actual service as it has been, and more especl? 
ly as it now is, must convince you that the comp 
ment of the field officers for the several regimen 
of artillery, infantry, and cavalry is inadequate; ® 
that the service al this time greatly needs (he n 
tion of one major to each for duty in the “> 
regiments in Mexico do not average one field oF ‘i 
and when the operations are pushed into the in 
of the enemy’s country, there may be several rs. 
lions, as is the case now with the 7th infantry, ¥ 
will be commanded by captains. 




































. . ee ‘ “(0H 
*Vide “ Act to improve the condition of ine Pe: . 
missioned officers and privates of the army, 














fourth regiment artillery 21 


tion 5, passed March 2, 1833. 
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“To ensure as many as two field officers with the 
iments under Gen. Taylor, an additional major 
should be allowed to be selected from the active 
tains of their respective arms. 
found indispensably necessary in former or- 
ganizations of the army, especially during the war 
with England. The staff corps are well provided 
with this very useful grade of field officers; in three 
of which (engineers, topographical engineers, and 
ordnance) the same complement is aliowed (four 
each) as the Jaw provides for the whole twelve regi- 
ments of infantry and artillery. The complement of 
field officers of the marching regiments, officers who 
recruit, instruct, and discipline the troops, and who 
must lead them into battle, is utterly insufficient, and 
this the present state of the actual service in the 
field too clearly demonstrates. 
rts from Gen. Taylor show the great deficiency in 
this, the junior grade of field officers with the army 
under his command, which it is not possible to sup- 
ly with our present means; for the disabled and in- 
valid list is not likely to be diminished, but rather in- 


the public,”’ &e. 


The second ma- 


The returns and re- 


I also beg leave respectfully to recall the attention 
of the department to the recommendation, more 
than once repeated in the annual reports of the major 
general commanding-in-chief, in reference to the im- 
portance of having the several regiments effective 
in officers as well as in men. 
the late Major General Macomb was to provide by 
law for a retired list, which, according to the details 
submitted, would not cost the government one cent 
more than the present rates allowed. ‘The only 
difference would be that the places of the non-effec- 
tive officers would be supplied by the effective offi- 
cers doing their duty, and the brevet officers at the 
foot of the list would be sooner advanced; and thus, 
by the increased efficiency of the several regiments 
and corps, there would actually a benefit result to 
lt is believed that a plan could be 
devised which would improve the condition of the 
service, and at the same Lime do justice to the inva. 
lid officer whose life had been spent in the faithful 
performance of public duty. 
of November 22, 1841, Major General Scott brought 
up the subject to the consideration of the secretary 
of war, and at the same lime recommended that some 
provisions of law might be adopted ‘in favor of 
widows and orphans of regular officers who have 
died or may die in consequence of wounds received 
or disease contracted in the service; there being such 
provision already made in behalf of the widows and 
orphans of navy, volunteer, and militia officers dying 
under the same circumstances.’’} 

Respectfully submitted, 
Adjutant General U. S. Army. 
The hon. Wa. L. Maarcr, Secretary of War. 


The plan proposed by 


In bis annual report 


R. JONES, 











STATES OF THE UNION. 

































Soutn Canotina.—Election by the legislature. 
For governor—Chancellor David Johasun, without 


For lieut. governor—D. W. A. Cain, received 71 
Yoles, 6 scattering. 

For chancellor—W. Gillmore Simms, was elected 
on the fifth ballot. 

_ U.S. Senator. The legislature have agreed to go 
into the election of a U.S. senator on the 15th of 
January next. 

Electors of president and vice president. 
give the people (instead of the legislature) the right 
lo elect the electors for president and vice president, 
has been before the senate, and was defeated by the 
adoption of a motion to indefinitely postpone it; ayes 


Atasama.—Full returns from the 7th congres- 
sional district give Bowden 2,704 votes, Walker 
1,303, Goodman (whig) 1,977. So Franklin W. 
wden is elected for the balance of Gen. M’Con- 


Inuinors.--U. S. Senator.—The legislature of Illinois 
the 19h December elected Mr. Douglas,to the sen- 
ule of the United States, tor six years from the 4:h of 
The vote stood Douglass, (locu) 100, 
Wards, (whig,) 45; scttering 2. 

Official vote for governor, was canvassed and 


For Mr. French, (loco) 
Thos. Kilpatrick, (whig) 
Mr. Ellis, (abolition) 


58,700 
36,075 
5,162 





nate documenis, 











t General Maco:nb’s annual report of No- 
» (Senate documents, 2d session, 25th con- 
page 210;) also report of November 29, 
3d session, 25th congress, No. 
») see also Major General Scott’s annual re- 
November 22, 1841, (Senate documents, 2d ses- 
h congress, No. J, p. 80.) 


A bill to 


City. 


elected are locos. 


it. 


Texas.—Sugar. 





Iowa.—The first governor of the state of Iowa, Mc- 
Knight, was inaugurated on the 3d December, 1846. 

Finances.— The retiring governor of the late territory, 
in his message to the legislature, states 
The amount of the state debt to be 

(Including #7,000 due to the bank of Dubuque) 
The amount of rezource3 to meet the debt 


The legislature of the state of Iowa, commenced its 
first sessicn on the 30ih of November, 1846, at Iowa 


$27,791 
$8,167 


The Senate—Thomas Baker, of Macasca, was elected 
president, and J. B. Russell, secretary. Al! the officers 


The House—Jesse B. Brown, of Lee county, was 
elected speaker, and Silas A. Hudson, secretary. Whig 
officers elected throughout. 
The three independents held the balance of power in 
the house and also on joint ballot. 


The official vote for Governor, was counted and an- 
nounced as foliows: 


For Tho.nas McKnight, loco 
Ansel Briggs, whig 


6.689 
6,528 





majority for McKnight 
It is asserted that if all the votes had been returned 
the majority would have been larger. 


Marble halls in Iowa—The new State House at the 
capital of Iowa is built of marble, ata cost already of 
$50,000, and it will require $20,000 more to complete 


161 


Emigrants—Five hundred and eighty-two wagons 
were ferried over the Mississippi river at Burlington, 
Iowa, during the first two weeks of October last. They 
belong to emigrants about to settle in luwa. 


Some plantations have this year 
made from 100 to 150 hhds. of sugar. 








TRADE AND COMMERCE. 





Dominions of 


Atlantic Ovean 


she now lies. 





teme. 


dominion of each 
year ending 30th June, 1546. 


Exports to 


ussia $632,467 
Prussia 435 855 
Sweden 543,906 
Denmark 1,247,158 
Hansetowns 4 603 620 
Huoiland 2,727,445 
Belgium 2,381,814 
Great Britain 61 705.446 
France 15,825,851 
Spain 6,792,223 
Portugal 204,976 
lialy 1.366.915 
Sicily 617,832 
Sardinia 254,259 
‘reste, and the 

Adriatic ports 1,470,611 
Turkey, &c. 200,103 
Morocco 
‘T'exas 473,603 
Mexico 1,531,180 
Central America 120,253 
New Grenada 75,944 
Venezuela 781,547 
Brazil 3,143,395 
Arg. Republic 185,425 
Cisplatine do 225,904 
Chili 1,763,570 
Peru 
Repub. Equador 1 130 
China 1,331,741 
Hayti 1,157,142 
S. Am. generally 103,772 
West Indies do 127,651 
Asia do 423.519 
Africa do 632,351 
Pacific Ocean 354,903 


Sandwich Islands 


Imports fm. 


1,570,054 
31,584 
730,150 
753,927 
3,149,864 
1,971,630 
$36,372 

49 666,422 
34,330 882 
12,376,482 
547,474 
1,189,786 
513,235 


379.719 
760,998 
4,554 
183,058 
1,836,621 
116,733 
67 043 
1,509 OVO 
7,441,803 
799,213 
26,472 
1,270,900 
252,599 


6,593,881 
1,542,962 


12 
361,988 
475.040 
153,029 
243,034 

166 


Amount of trade with each of the foreign powers. 
Statement showing the exports to and imports from the 
wer, with the to’al of both in the 


Tot. exp. 
and imp"ts 
2,202,521 
467,739 
1,274,056 
1,301,085 
7,753 454 
4 699,125 
3,218,156 


111,371,368 


40,156,733 
19,163,710 
752.450 
2,556,701 
1,131,067 


1,850 .330 
961,101 
4,554 
656,661 
3,367.81 
236.956 
142,987 
2,290 547 
10,585,198 
983,633 
252 376 
3,044,530 
252.599 
1,120 
7,925,622 
2,700,104 
103,772 
127,663 
790,507 
1,107.39! 
507,932 
243 034 
166 





$113,488,516 $121 691,797 $236, [80,313 





A stTaunxcH O_p Crarr.—A barque called the Canton, 
built of teak wood, by the Dutch East India company 
63 years ago, was recently wrecked upon the Muscle 
Ledge, on her voyage from Bangor to New York. She 
beat over a ledge of rocks on whichthere was not 
more than three to four feet water, in the height.of the 
storm, which probably not another vessel now afloat 
would have done without falling to pieces. 
appear to be about three feet thick, and nothing short 
of explosive cutton is likely ever to move her from where 


Her sides 


Amount of commercial tonnage owned by the stutes of 
Europe and the United States of America at the present 














E AND COMMERCE. 281 
Nation. Amount of tennage. 

Great Britain 3,000,000 
France 590,000 
Sweden and Norway 480,000 
Holland 375,000 
Prussia 225,000 
Austria 210,000 
‘T'wo Sicilies 208.000 
Sardinia 170,000 
Denmark 155.000 
Greece 148.000 
Turkey 180.000 
Portugal 81,000 
Spain 80.000 
Bretnen 60,000 
Hamburg 57,500 
Hanover and Oldenburg 57,0000 
Russia 51,000 
Ionian Islands 49,000 
Mecklenburg Schwerin 46,000 
Roman States 39,000 
Tuscany 25,000 
Belgium 28 000 
Lucca 20,000 
United States of America 2.400 000 

Total 8,734,000 





_ Exrorts oF Domestic Manuractures ~The Wash- 
ington Union publishes the ereirsr statement of the 
0 


exports of domestic manufactures 


r the last fiscal 


year. ‘The secretary of the treasury stated the value of 
these articles at $9,569,349. In this was included 
$423,851 gold and silver coin. The larger item of $1,- 
279,566, from its indefiniteness of character, was ex- 


cluded. 


Articles of domestic manufacture, exported from the U. 
States, during the year ending 30th of June, 1846. 


Species of merchandise. dollars. 
Soap and tallow candles $630,041 
Leather boots and shoes 346.516 
Household furniture 317.407 
Coaches and other carriages 87.712 
Hats 74,722 
Saddlery 24 357 
Wax 162 790 
Spirits from grain 73,716 
Beer, ale, porter, and cider 67.735 
Snuff and tobacco 695,914 
Linseed oil and spirits of turpentine 159.915 
Cordage 62,775 
Iron, pig, dar, and nails 122 225 
castings 107.905 

all manufactures of 921,672 
Spirits from mulasses 268 652 
Sugar, refined 392,312 
Chocolate 2,177 
Gunpowder 140.879 
Copper and brass 62 088 
Medicinal drugs 200) 505 
Cotton piece goods, printed and colored 380 549 
white 1,978.331 

nankeen 843,989 

twist, yarn, and thread 81.813 


all other manufactures of 255799 


Flax and hemp, bagsand all manufactures of 12129 
284,259 | w 


earing apparel 45.140 
Combs and buttons 35,945 
Brushes 3,110 
Billiard tables and apparatus 1.584 
Umbrellas and parasols 2.477 
Leather and morocco skins, not sold per pound 26,667 
Fire engines and apparatus 9,802 
Printing presses and type 43,792 
Musical instruments 25,375 
Books and maps 63,667 
Paper and stationery 124 597 
Paints and varnish 52,182 
Vinegar 17,459 
Earthen and stone ware 6,521 
Manufactures of glass 90,860 

8,902 
pewter and lead 10,278 
marble and stone 14,234 


gold and silver and gold leaf 3 660 





Gold and silver coin *422 831 
Artificial flowers and jewelry . 24.420 
Molasses 1,581 
Trunks 10,613 
Brick and lime 12.578 
Domestic salt 30) 520 
Articles not enumerated, manufacturedt 1,379 566 

$10,948,915 





Lines oF Sreamers.—The French government have 
not yet determined on starting a line of steamers to run 
fron France to the United States. It is to be hoped 
our new line now being built, will save them the trou- 


ble. 





*This heading was introduced by Mr. Gallatin, and 
has been since continued as a manufacture, and was in- 
cluded in the amount of manufactures furnished to the 


secretary. 


+ This item was intentionally excluded from the value 
of manufactures given to the secretary of the treasury for 
his report, being too indefinite, from informality in the 
returns, and other causes, to appear as a value of manu- 
factures in that document 
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The Berinuda Royal G.zetie publishes the prospectus Years in 
of the West Indi: and United States Steamboat com- | Date of passage. ‘Nature. Took effect. operation. 
pany, proposing to establish a semi-monthly line of | July 4. 1789 general ‘August 1,-1789 1 
steamers to ply between New ‘York and the West) August 10, 1790 increase Dec’r 1. 1790 2 
India Islands. It is intended to have the steamers to| March 3, 1791 spirit duties ine. June 1, 1791 
arrive at New York so as to connect with the Liverpool ; May 2, 1792 peneral incr’se July 1, 1792 2 
line. June 5, 1794 “ “ July 1, 1794 3 

= ae a aa 
GROWT D CONSUMPTION OF CUTTON. are ’ general ‘* July a | 
‘pai Annual Annual May 13, 1800 vid “ July 1, 1800 4 
Season. increase. average. March 26, 1804 Medit'ran fund July 1, 1804 
1827-28 712,000 March 27, 1804 general iner’se July 1, 1804 8 
1828-29 $58,000 July 1, 1812 double duties July —_1,.1612 4 
1829-30 978.1000 914,800 April 27,1816 “© continu’d July 1, 1816 2 
1830-31 1,039,000 986 2U0 April 20, 1818 general July 1, 188 6 
1831-32 987,000 1,055,000 April 22,1824 « July 1, 7824 4 
1832-33 1,070,000 1,111,000 =| April 19, 1828 « Sept. 1, 1828 2 
1833-34 1,205,000 1,175,400 May 20, 1830 reduce tea, cof- 
1834-35 1,254,000 1,262,600 fee, salt, | Jan’y 1, 183) 2 
1835-36 1,361,000 1,408,800 [July 14, 1832 general March 1. 1832 1 
1836-37 1,423,000 1,440 000 March 2, 1833 comp’inise 110 Jan’y 1, 1834 2 
1837-38 1,801.000 1,624,800 reduce 210 Jan’y 1, 1836 2 
1838-39 1,361,000 1.676 60:0 se 3-10 Jan’y 1, 1838 
1835-40 2.178 000 1.728.800 ” 4:10 Jan’y 1, 1840 
1840-41 1.620.900 1.844 520 Sept 11, 1841 20 pret. on free 
1841-42 1,684,000 1,987,400 goods Sept. .30, 1841 1 
1842-43 2.379 600 2.107,000 - 7-10 Jan’y 1, 1842 
1843-44 2,020,400 2,244,000 ™ 10.10 July 1, 1842 
1844-45 2. 394,503 August 30, 1842 general advance Sept. 1, 1842 1 

The annual increase is equal to 6$ per cent. down to * - Sept. 1, 1842 2 
1843 and 1844. which, added to each year, shows the|July 31, 1846 general Dec. 1, 1846 
above average. . 

Aggregate consumption in Europe and the United 
Slates: NEwspaPens AND PorvLaTion ComPpaRED.—We are 

Annual Annual certainly the most enlightened people under the sun, if 
Seasun. increase. average. intelligence is to be measured by the means of acquiring 
1828 819.000 it, and if newspapers are to be regarded as one of those 
1829 877,000 means. This is clearly demonstrated by the following 
1830 880,000 932,800 statement of our population in 1840. and the number 
1831 1,016,000 985000 | of newspapers then issued, comparing them with those 
1832 1,062 0V0 1,050 200 | of the principal nations of Europe about the same time: 
1833 1,090,000 1, 125.000 '% No of per. 
1834 1,203 060 1,190,400 BE sons toa 
1835 1.254 000 1,154.800 = 2 ne wspa- 
1836 1,343 000 1 364,400 Countries. Population, ~ 3 per. 

_ 1837 1,384,000 1 ,400.000 United States 19,000.000 1250 15,112 
1838 1,638,000 1,528,000 | Great Britain and Ireland 29,000,000 480 60.416 
1839 1,38! 000 1,595,600 France 34,000,000 250 136.000 
1840 1,894,000 1,670.000 Russia 15000000 288 52,080 
1841 1.6~1,000 1,745.200 | Holland 3,633,000 150 24 230 
1842 1.756.000 1,867.000 Belgium 3;250 000 62 62.420 
1843 2,014,000 1,939.000 | Denmark 2,000.000 80 25,000 
1844 1,990.000 2,109,000 | Switzerland 2,100,000 30 70 000 

The aggregate annual increase is a small fraction un- | Spain 14,000,000 12 1,166,000 
der 6 per cent. ; Portugal 3,800,000 17 223.000) 
If we divide the period in the above table into two] Russia in Europe 42,000,000 84 500,000 
equal portions; in that from 1827 to 1835, which we} Austria 33,000,000 91 362 640 


have selected as the standard for comparison, the anuu- 
al rate of increase estimated by the number of bales, 
will be found to be 6 per cent., which, for the last eight 
years of the period, it will be seen, amounted to 7 per 
cent. making an average of 63 per cent. From 1837 to 
1844, the annual increase was one per cent. above this 
standard. From 1835 to 1844, the increase was one per 
cent below it. [Corres. of Washington Union. 





Tue Teeming West.—The receipt of the New Or- 
leans Annual Commercial Statement, made up to the 
Ist instant, forcibly remi:ids us of the truth and great- 
ness of these words, the ‘‘teeming west!” Who so un 
generous, in view of the export tables before us, studied 
with millions and half millions as to withhold the honest 

liment? si? 

The value of the prodvets of the Valley of the Missis- 
sippi, received at the port of New Orleans the year end- 
ing the Ist September, is ascertained to have been seventy 
seven millions of dollars. The bulk of some of the lead. 
j ticles as follows: 4 
Canion 1,053 633 bales, against 954,285 bales in 1845. 
Tobacco 72,896 hhds “ 71,493 


Flour 837,985 bbls “ §33.312 
Corn 1,166,120 sacks ‘“* 390 964 

358.573 bbls ‘139 636 
Pork 369,601 bbls * 246.960 


Wheat 403,786 sacks “ 64,759 
Sugar (crop) 186,650 hhds ‘ 200,090 
‘The enormous increase, nearly equal to three-fold, in 
the articles of bread stuff and pork, cannot fail to attract 
attention; and yet we venture to say that the trade in 
them is, by comparison, yet in its infancy. The capacity 
of any single state of the great valley, above the latitude 
of 35 degrees fur the production of Indian corn for ex 
port, to say nothing of its own consumption) is more 
than equal to last year’s receipis at New Orleans. So, 
if our transatlantic brethren are disposed to cultivate a 
foundness for this cheap and nutritious food, they have 
only to meke a Graft upon_the sturdy yeomanry of 
Tennessee or Kentucky, or Illinois, or Indiana, tw be 
supplied to their heart’s content. As a friend from the 
west suggests, these people are ever ready. as occasion 
may require, to fight, feed, or fraternise with the whole 
world. 


wee 


CHRONOLOGY OF THE TARIFFS OF THE UNITED STATES. 
We give below a chronological table of ithe different 
tariffs pussed by the congress of the mien Sinton, 
showing the date of passage, character. time 0! taking 


HOW IMPORTANT IS THE ARTICLE OF MINERAL COAL. 


Our truly valued correspondent, Clark Rich, Esq., of 
Shoreham, Vermont, in a letter tu the editor writes: 

‘I witnessed the first casting made in a cupola heated 
by Anthraci'e coal at South Bridgewater, Massachu- 
setts, which was about the first nade by such coal in 
Mass. ‘This wasin 1843 or 44, 

On observing the powertul and lasting quality of the 
coal. I said “it oll wierk a revolution in the iron busi- 
ness, and soon most of our castings will be made adja- 
cent to the wharves on our navigable waters.” This has 
already been doue, and smelting by anthracite coal has 
already commenced another revolution. 


not only adjacent the mines, but 
Lake Cuampuatn on a larze scale 


that a few blast furnaces were in successful operation, 
using raw bituminous coal, of the kind called CANAL COAL, 
mines of which have lately been yielding the very best 
coal of that kind, and very near the Erie Extension ca- 
nal, so near and easily worked that the coal was selling 
at 2 25 on the wharf at Erie, Pennsylvania. 

‘THis coaL.I found in use at a pottery of fire proof 
culinary crockery at Mechanicsville, N. Y., on the North 
river, where it cust over 6 50 per ton. 

The workmen (Englishmen) informed me “that it was 
superior to any of the English canal coal.” 

i learned then with regret, “that the owner (who was 
a absent) feared the business would prove unprofita- 

2.” 

‘Thus is mineral coal fast coming into favor in the in- 
dustrial world. 
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In additon to the commuzcications from the secre 
tary of war and secretary of the navy inserted in our 
last, « hich accompanied the president's reply to the 
cull of the house of representatives of the 15th Dec. 
the following documents accompamed the said mes- 
sage. 

Letier of the Secretary of War to Gen. Kearny. 
War department, Vi ashington, June 3, 1846. 
[CONFIDENTIAL ] 

Sin—I herewith send you a copy of my letter to 

the governor of Missouri for an additional force oi 


country. 


country. 


tum. 











efiect, and the number of years they were in opera- 
tion. 


one thousand mounted men. 





The object of thus adding to the.force 
command is not, as you « iil perceive, 
in that letter, for the reason that it is de 
that it should not, at this time, becom 
public notoriety; but to you it is prope 
ry that it should be stated. 

It has been decided by the president to be of the 
greatest importance in the pending war with Mexico 
to take the earliest possession of Upper Cai 
An expedition with that view is hereby ordered, and 
you are designated to command it. 
to be in sufficient force to conduct it sy 
this additional force of a thousand moun 
been provided, to follow you in the direct 
Fe, to be under your orders, 
Jeave in command at Santa Fe. 

It cannot be determined how 
force will be behind that designe 
expedition, but it will nut probably 
few weeks. When you arrive at Sa 
force already called, and 
sion of it, you may find yourself in a condition to 
garrison it with a part of your command, (as the ad. 
ditional force will soon be at that place), 
the remainder press forward to California. 


or the offic 


You are desire 


California. 


your entire force. 


——. 


ander your 
fully set forth 
emed Prudent 
€ a matter of 
rand necesga. 


ifornia, 


nable you 
ccessful}y 
ted men hag 
ion of Santa 
er you May 


far this additions; 
d for the Santa Fe 
be more than g 
nla Fe with the 
shall have taken posses. 


and with 


In that 


case, you will make suct. arrangements, as to bein 
followed by the reinforcements before menti 
in your judgment may be deemed safe and 
I need not sa 


oned, a3 


; prudent, 
y to you that, in case you conquer Santa 
Fe, (and with it will be included the department or 
state of New Mexico), it wiil be im 
vide for retaining sate possession of it 
deem it prudentto have still more troops 
accomplishment of the o 
you will jose no time in cowmunicatin 
op that puint, and 


portant to pro. 
Should you 


for the 


jects herein designated, 
& your opinion 
all others connected with the ep- 
lerprise, to this department. Indeed 
authorised to make a direct requis 
the governor of Missouri. 


It is kuown that a Jarge body of Mormon emigrants 
are en route to Califurnia, for the 
in that country. 


» you are hereby 
ition for it upon 


purpose of settling 
d to use all proper 
means to have a good understanding witis them, to 
the.end that the United States may have their co- 
operation in taking possession of and holding that 
jt has been suggested here that many of 
these Mormons would willingly enter into the service 
of the U. States and aid us i our expedition against 
You are hereby authorised to musier 
into service such as can be induced to volunteer— 
not, however, lo a number exceeding one third of 
Siould they enter the service, 
they will be paid as other volunteers; and you can 
allow them to designate, so far as it can be properly 
done, the persons to act as oflicers thereof. It is 
understood that a considerable number of American 
cilizens are now seltied on the Sacramento river, 
bear Suler’s establishment, called ‘Nueva Helvetia,’ 
who are well disposed towards the United States. 
Should you, on your arrival in the country, find this 
to be the true state of thigs there, you ure autho 
rised Lo organize and receive inlo the service of the 
United States such portion of these citizens as you 
may think useful to aid you to hoid pussession of the 
You will, in that case, allow them, so lar 
Blas: furnaces are fast being erected to use such coal | 5 you shall judge proper, to select their own of- 
ficers. A large discreliouary power is invested in you 
OSE 1s now in process of building at Port Henry on | in regerd to these matters, as well as to ail others in 
relation to the expedition coufided to your com 
I learned two, while in Western Pennsylvania last fall, mand. | 
The choice of routes by which you will enter Cali 
foriuia will be leit to your betier Knowledge aud air 
pler means of gelling accurale mformation. 
assured that a suulbern route, (called the Caraval 
route, by which the wild horses are brought ira 
that country into New Mexicu), is practicable; aud 
il is Suggested oS Hol Muprobabic that 1 can be part 
ed over the winter mouths, or at least jate i ale 
[tis hoped that ths information may prove 
to be correct. 

lu regard to tie routes, the practicability of pro 
curing needful supplies for men and aniuvais, 
lrausporling baggage, is a point to ve will consider 
ed. Should the president be disappointed in his che 
rished bupe that you wail be abie to reacis the it 
terwr of Upper Calitoruia oetore winter, you ae 
then desired io muke the vest arrangement you cal 
for sustaining your lorces during the wanter, and fot 
au early mouvement in the spring. Though it is te) 
desiable that the expedition should reach Calilorne 
this seasun, (and the president dues not doudt yo 
will make every pussible etiurt to accomplish 
object,) yel, if mw your Judgment it cannot be une 
luken Wilh a 1easubavie pruspect vl success, 
will deler il, as abuve suggested, until spring: 

. na 10 
are jell ubemvarrassed Dy any specific directie 
this matter. United 

lt is expected that the naval forces of the be 
Siales, Which are buw or wili svun De im the dae ’ 
will Ve ip possession of ali the towns on the seae 


We are 
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ated and wilkco-operate with you in the conquest of Ca- | for at the same time by the president from the go-|a party of men in the service of the United States 
a se jiforma- (Arms, ordnance, munitions of war, and| vernor of Missouri, a requisition for one regiment| topographical engineers, in the neighborhood of San 
ee a provisions, to be used in that country, will be sent by | of infantry was issued on the 18th of July Jast, but Francisco, or Monterey bay, engaged in joint opera- 
‘ ones ne sea to our squadron in the Pacific for the use of the | the information subsequently received here induced | ations against Mexico with the United States squad- 
a en mmol Japd forces. the belief that it would not be needed; and the dif-| ron on that coast. Should you find him there, it is 
— - Should you conquer and take possession of New | ficulty of passing it over the route at so late a period desired that you do not detain him against his wish- 
be of th Mexico and Upper California, or considerable places | in the season, with the requisite quantity of supplies, | es, a moment longer than the necessities of the ser- 
ith Mexi 4 in either, you will establish temporary civil govern- &c. was deemed so great that the orders to muster) vice may require. 
Catifornie ments. therein—abolishing all arbitrary restrictions | it into service have been countermanded. It will] I meed scarcely enjoin deference and the utmost 
Gases ond that- may exist, so far as it may be done with safety. | not be sent. Your views as to the sufficiency of your | cordiality on the partof our jand forces towards 
ensble “ In pertorming this duty, it would be wise and pru | force, and the practicability of sustaining a larger | those of our navy in the joint service on the distant 
veranrt ony gent to. continue in their employment all such of the | one, &c. are desired. 1 am, with great respect, your| coast of California. Reciprocity may be cordially 
abies he existing officers as are know to be friendly to the | obedient servant, W.L. MARCY, sec. of war. expected; and towards that end, frequent confer- 
an of Santa United States, and will take the oath of allegiance Gen. S. W. Kearny, Fort Leavenworth, Missouri. | ences between commanders of the two arms are re- 
ad “ to them. The duties at the custom houses ought at i commended. Harmony Ts) co-operation, and succes3 
ow once to be reduced to such a rate as may be barely Letter from Major General Scott to Gen. Kearny. | cannot but foliow. 
s additions’ sufficient to maintain the necessary officers without | Headquarters of the Army— Washington, Nov. 3, 1846. Measures have been taken to supply the disburs- 
e Santa Pe yielding any revenue to the government. You may Sir: We have received from you many official re- | ing officers who have preceded, and who may accom- 
more than a assure the people of those provinces that it is the | ports—the latest dated September the 16th. A spe-| pany you, with all necessary funds. Of those mea- 
Fe with the _wish and design of the United States to provide for | cial acknowledgement of them, by dates, will go, | sures you will be informed by Col. Mason. 
ken posses. them a free government with the least possible de- | herewith, from the Adjutant General’s office. _ } remain, sir, with great respect, 
condition to lay, similar to that whieh exists in our territories.| Your march upon, and conquest of New Mexico, Your obedient servant, | 
, (a8 the ad- They will ihen be called on to exercise the rights of | together with the military dispositions made for ’ WINFIELD SCOTT, 
e) and with freemen ip electing their own representatives to the | holding that province, have won for you, | am au- To Brig Gen. S. W. Kearny, U. S.A. 
Md In that territorial legislature. Jt is foreseen that what re- thorized to say, the emphatic approbation of the Commanding U. S. forces 10th Military Dept. 
an to being Jutes to the civil government will be a difficult and | Executive, by whom, it is not doubted your move eae 
ombiound an unpleasant part of your duty, and much must neces- | ment upon and occupation of upper California will Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Sloat. 
ind prudent sarily be left to your own discretion. be executed with like energy, judgment, and success. (SuCRET AND CONFIDENTIAL ] 
oniquer Santa In your whole conduct you will act in such a man-| You will, at Monterey, or the Bay of San Francis- United States Nuvy Department 
epartment or nex as best to conciliate the inhabitants, and render | co, find an engineer officer (Lieut. Halleck) and a Watunarow, June 24° 1848 
lant to pro- them friendly to the United States. company of the United States artillery, under Capt. Sone Wane. citation in anil particularly directed 
Should you It is desirable that the usual trade between the| Tompkins. It is probable that an officer of engi. to the present aspect of the relations between this 
‘oops for the citizens of the United States and the Mexican pro | neers, or of topographical engineers, has accompani- country and Mekico.’: It ie thé earnest Gelied Of Me 
| designated vinces should be continued, as far as practicable,| ed you from Santa Fe. Those officers, and the per en 10 pureue the poliny.of eeece, SEE 
lati he changed conditiou of things between the} company of artillery, aided by other troops under * get P y P ‘ 
your opinion under the chang B . P - | anxious that you and every partof your squadron 
with the en- two countries. Jn consequence of extending your | your command, ought promptly to be employed in| yoiig be assiduously careful to avoid any act 
yu are hereby expedition into California, it may be proper that you | erecting and garrisoning durable defences for hold-| 1 i0h could be construed as an act of aggression. 
0 for it upon should increase your supply for goods to be distri- | ing the Bays of Monterey aud San Francisco, togeth- 


non emigrants 
we of settling 
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save their co- 
~ folding that 
that many of 
nto the service 
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z one third of 
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buted as presents to the Indians. 


The U. States 


superintendent of Indian affairs at St. Louis will aid 


you in procuring these goods. 


You will be furnish- 


ed with a prociamation* in the Spanish language, to 
be issued by you, and circulated among the Mexican 
people, on your enlering into or approaching their 
country. You will use your utmost endeavors to 
have the pledges and promises therein contained 
carried out to the ulmost extent. 

l am directed by the president to say that the rank 
of brevet brigadier general will be conferred on you 
assoon aS you commence your movement towards 
Califormia, and sent round to you by sea, or over 
the country, or lo the care of the commandant of the 


squadron in the Pacific. 


In that way, cannon, arms, 


ammunition, and supplies for the land forces, will 


be sent to you. 
servant, 


Very respectfully, your obedient 
W.L. MARCY, secretary of war. 


Col. S. W. Kearny, Fort Leavenworth, Missouri. 


Letter of the Secretary of War to Gen. Kearny. 
War department, Washington, Sept. 12, 1346. 

Sin—A volunteer regiment, raised in the state of 
New York, engaged to serve during the war with 
Mexico, and to be discharged, wherever they may 
be, at its termination, if in a territory of the United 
States, has been mustered into service, and is about 
toembark at the port of New York for California. 
This force is to be a part of your command; but as 
itmay reach the place of its destination betore you 
are in a condition to subject it to your orders, the 


colonel of your regiment, J. 
furnished with instructions 
mean time. 


D. Stevenson, has been 
for his conduct in the 


l herewith send you a copy thereof, as 


Wellas acopy of the instructions of the navy de- 


partment to the commander 


of the naval squadron 


in the Pacific; a copy of a letter to General ‘Taylor, 
with a circular from the treasury department; a copy 
ofa letter from General Scott to Captain Tompkins; 
aud a copy of general regulations relative to the re- 


Spective rank of naval and army officers. 


These, so 


lar as applicable, will be looked upon in the light of 


instrucuons to yourself. 


The department is exceed- 


ingly desirous to be furnished by you with full in- 
ormation of your progress and proceedings, together 
With your opinions and views as to your movements 


&e. 


Into California, having reference as to time, route, 
Beyond the regiment under the command of 


vlonel S. Price, and the separate battalion called 








er with such other important points in the same 
province as you may deem it necessary to occupy. 
Entrenching tools, ordnance, and ordnance stores 
went out in the ship Lexington, with Captain Tomp- 
kins. Further ordnance supplies may be expected. 

lt is perceived, by despatches received at the navy 
department from the commander of the United States 
squadron on the coast of the Pacific, thet certain 
volunteers were taken into service by him, from the 
settlers about the Bays of Monterey and San Fran- 
cisco, to aid him in seizing and holding that country. 
With a view toregulate payment, it is desirable that 
those volunteers, if not originally mustered, should 
be caused by you to be regularly mustered into ser- 
vice (retrospectively) under the volunteer act of May 
13, 1846, amended by an act of the following month. 
This may be done with the distinct understanding 
that, if not earlier discharged, as no longer needed, 
you will discharge them at any time they may sig- 
nify a wish to that effect. 

You will probably find certain port charges and 
regulations established for the harbors of the pro. 
vince, by the commanders of the United States 
squadron upon its coast. The institution and alter- 
ation of such regulations appertain to the naval 
commander, who is instructed by the proper depart. 
ment to confer on the subject with the commander 
of the land forces. As established, you will, in your 
sphere, cause those regulations to be duly respected 
and enforced. On the other hand, the appointment 
of temporary collectors at the several ports apper- 
tains to the civil governor of the province, who will 
be, for the time, the senior officer of the land forces 
in the country. Collectors, however, who have been 


already appointed by the naval commander, will not 
be necessarily changed. 


As a guide to the civil governor of Upper Califor- 
nia, in our hands, see the letter the 3d, (last,) ad. 
dressed to you by the Secretary of War. You will 
not, however, formuily declare the province to be 
annexed. Permanent incorporation of the territory 
must depend on the governmentof the United States. 
After occupying, with our forces, all necessary 
points in upper California, and establishing a tempo- | 
rary civil government therein, as well as assuring 
yourself of its intecnal tranquillity and the absence 
of any danger of reconquest on the part of Mexico, 
you may charge Col. Mason, United States Ist ¢ra- 
goons, the bearer of this open letter, or land officer 


Should Mexico, however, be resolutely bent on 
hostilities, you willbe mindtul to protect the per- 
sons and interests of the citizens of the United 
States near your station; and should you asvertain, 
beyond a doubt, that the Mexican Government has 
declared war against us, you willat once employ 
the force under your command to the best advantage. 
The Mexican ports on the Pacific are said to be open 
and defenceless. If you ascertain with certainty 
that Mexico has declared war against the U. States, 
you will at once possess yourself of the port of San 
Francisco, and blockade or occupy such other ports 
as your force may permit. 

Yet, even if you should find yourself called upon, 
by the certainty of an express declaration of war 
against the United States, to occupy San Francisco 
and other Mexican ports, you will be careful to pre- 
serve, if possible, the most friendly relations with 
the inhabitants; and, where you can do so, you will 
encourage them to adopt a course of neutrality. 

Should you fall in with the squadron under Com- 
modore Parker, you will signify to him the wish of 
the department, that, if the state of his vessels will 





ment to do so. 
united squadron. 





admit of it,he should remain off the coast of Mexico 
until our relations with that Power are more defi- 
nitely adjusted; and you will take directions from 
him, as your senior officer, communicating to him 
these insiructions. 

The great distance of your squadron, and the dif- 
ficulty of communicating with yon, are the causes 
for issuing this order. The President hopes must 
earnestly that the peace of the two countries may 
notbe disturbed. The object of these instructions 
is to possess you of the views of the Government in 
the eventof a declaration of war on the part of 
Mexico against the United States; an event which 
you are enjoined to do every thing consistent with 
the national honor on your part to avoid. 

Should Commodore Parker prefer to return to the 
United States, he has permission from the Depart- 

In that event you will command the 


Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE BANCROFT. 
Com. Joun D. S.oart, 
Commanding U. S. naval forces in the Pacific, 


United States Navy Department, 
Washington, May 13, 1846. 


3 next in rank to your own, with your several duties, Commodore: The state of things alluded to in ory 
Though it is tell Nore—No proclamation for circulation was ever | and return yourself, with a sufficient escort of troops, | letter of June 24, 1845, has occurred. 
i heats Calfornd uhished to General Kearny. A few copies of that|to St. Louis, Missouri. 


u 
es nol doudt Wf 
LO accomplish . 
iL caunel be ull ; 
ct vl success ) 
uu spring: ; 
vecific girections! 


Prepared for and sent to General Taylor were for- 


Warded to General Kearny, 
ot to use them. 


am 


but he was requested 


These copies were the only proc 
‘mations sent by the war department to him, and | 
nolaware that he ever used any of them. See 


iter of the secretary of war to General Kearny of 
€ 6th of June, 1846, a copy of which is with the 


But the body of the United | 


will remain there until further orders. 


You will, therefore, now be governed by the in- 


States dragoons that accompanied you to California | structions therein contained, and carry into effect tie 
| orders then communicated with energy and prompti- 
It is not known what portion of the Missouri vol- | tude, and adopt such other measures for the protec- 
unteers, if any, marched with you from Santa Fe to | tion of the persons and interests, the rights and com- 
the Pacific. Ifany, it is necessary to provide for| merce of the cilizens of the United States 
their returo totheir homes and honorable discharge ;| souid Judgment may deem to be required. 


» as your 


| p and, on the same supposition, they may serve you as | When you establish a blockade you will allow neu- 

rces of the Unite pete vine e the president 10 answer to the resolu- | a sufficient escort to Missouri. | trals twenty days lo leave the blockaded ports; and 
acift e hous : iv i ieut. ‘ 

4 be an the pacid’, Devember, iste” of representatives of the l5ihof| It is not known that Lieut. Col. Fremont of the 


ps op the sence? 


W. LL. MARCY. 











you will render your blockade absolute, 
United States rifle regiment, was, in July last, witb | against armed vessels of neutral nations. 
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Commending you and your ships’ companies to di- 
vine Providence. 
I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE BANCROFT. 
Commodore John D. Sloat, 
Commanding U. S. squadron, Pacific. 


United States Navy Department, 
Washington, May 15, 1846. 

Commodore: By my letter of the 13th instant, for- 
warded to you through different sources, in triplicate, 
of which a copy is enclosed, you were informed of 
the existing state of war between this government 
and the republic of Mexico, and referred to your in- 
structions bearing date June 24th, 1845, in reference 
to such a contingency, and directed to ‘carry into 
effect the orders then communicated with energy and 
promptitude, and adopt such other measures for ‘he 
protection of the persons and interests, the rights 
and the commerce of the citizens of the United 
States, as your sound judgment may deem to be re- 
quired.” hem 

J transmit you herewith, by the hands of Midship- 
man McRae, whom you wil! employ on your station, 
a file of papers containing the President’s message 
and the proceedings of congress relative to the exist- 
ing state of war with Mexico. The president, by 
authority of congress, has made proclamation of war 
between tne United States and Mexico. You will 
find a copy of the proclamation in the papers en- 
closed. 

You will henceforth exercise all the rights that 
belong to you as commander in chief of a belligerent 
squadron. ; 

You will consider the most important public ob- 
ject to be to take and to hold possession of San Fran- 
cisco; and this you will do without fail. 

You will also take possession of Mazatlan and of 
Monterey, one or both, as your force will permit. 

If information received here is correct, you can 
establish friendly relations between your squadron 
and the intiabitants of each of these three places. 

Guaymas is also a good harbor, and is believed 

to be defenceless. You will judge about attempt- 
ing it. 
"AWhen you cannot take and hold possession of a 
town, you may establish a blockade, if you have the 
means to do it effectually, and the public interest 
shall require it. 5 

With the expression of these views, much is left to 
your discretiun as to the selection of the points of at- 
tack, the ports you will seize, the ports which you 
will blockade, and as to the order of your successive 
movements. 

A connexion between California, and even Sonora, 
and the present government of Mexico ts suppused 
scarcely to exist. You will as opportunity offers, 
conciliate the confidence of the people in California, 
and also in Sonora, towards the government of the 
United States; and you will endeavor to render their 
relations with the United Siates as intimate and as 
friendly as possible. 

It is important tbat you should hold possession at 
least of San Francisco, even while you encourage 
the people to neutrality, self government, and friend- 


ship. 

You can readily conduct yourself in such a man- 
ner as will render your occupation of San Francisco 
and other ports a benefit to the inhabitants. 

Commodore Biddle has left, or will soon leave, 
China. lf occasion offers, you will send letters for 
him to our agent at the Sandwich Islands; conveying 
to him the wish of the department that he should ap- 
pear at once, off California or Sonora. 

You will inform the department, by the earliest 
opportunity, of those ports which you blockade.— 
You will notify neutrals of any declaration of block- 
ade you may make, and give to it all proper publicity. 
Your blockade must be strict, permitting only armed 
vessels of neutral powers to enter; but to neutrals 
already im the ports you will allow twenty days to 
leave thei. 

The frigate ‘‘Potomac” and sloop ‘‘Saratoga” have 
been ordered to proceed as soon as possible into the 
Pacific; and Captam Aulick in the Potomac, and 
Commander Stuorick in the Saratoga, directed to 
report to you at Mazatlan, or whereverjelse they may 
find your furces. You will do weil, if occasion offers, 
to send orders to Callao and Valparaiso, instructing 
them where to meet you. . 

Other reinforcements will be sent you as the exi 
gencies of the service may require. 

You will communicate with the department as 
often as you can, and you will, if; racticable, send a 
messenger with despatches across the country to the 
Del Norte, aod so to Waeneanee 

fully, your obedient servant, 
Very respectii'y» JNGEORGE BANCROFT. 


Commodore John D. Sioat, 


United States Navy Department, 

Washington, June 8, 1846. 
Commodore: You have already been instructed, 
and are now instructed, to employ the force under 
your command, first to take possession of San Fran- 
ciso; next, to take possession of Monterey; next, to 
take possession of such other Mexican ports as you 
may be able to hold; next to blockade as many of the 
Mexican ports in the Pacific as your force will per- 
mit, and to watch over American interests, and citi- 
zens, and commerce, on the west coast of Mexico. 

It is rsamored thut the province of California is 

«ell disposed to accede to friendly relations with the 
United States. You will encourage the people of 
that region to enter into relations of amity with our 
country. 
In taking possession of their harbors, you will, if 
possible, endeavor to establish the supremacy of the 
American flag without any strife with the people of 
California. 

The squadron on the east coast of Mexico, it is be- 
lieved, is in the most friendly relations with Yucatan. 
In like manner, if California separates herself from 
our enemy, the central Mexican government, and es 
tablishes a government of its own, under the auspices 
of the American flag, you will take such measures as 
will best promote the attachment of the people of 
California to the United States, will advance the 
pro-perity, and will make that vast region a desirable 
place of residence for emigrants from our soil. 

Considering the great distance at which you are 
placed from the department, and the circumstances 
that will constantly arise, much must be left to your 
discretion. You will bear in mind, generally, that 
this country desires to find in California a friend and 
not an enemy; lo be connected with it by near ties; to 
hold possession of it, at least during the war, and to 
hold that possession, if possible, with the consent of 
its inhabitants. 

The sloop of war Dale, Commander McKean, 
sailed from New York on the 3d instant, to join your 
squadron. The Lexington. Lieut. Bailey, will sail 
as soon as she can take on board her stores. The 
Potomac and Saratoga have also deen ordered to the 
Pacific. 

l ain, sir, very respectfully your obedient serv’t. 

GEORGE BANCROFT. 

Com. John D. Sloat, 

Com’g. U.S. naval forces in the Pacific ocean. 


United States Navy Department, 
Washington, July 12, 1846. 

Commodore: Previous instructions have informed 
you of the intention of this government, pending the 
war with Mexico, to take aad hold possession of Ca- 
lifornia. For this end, a company of artillery, with 
cannon, mortars, and munitions of war, is sent to you 
in the Lexington, for the purpose of co-operating 
with you, according to the best of your judgment, and 
of occupying under your direction such post or posts 
as you may deem expedient in the bay of Monterey, 
or in the bay of San Francisco, or im both. In the 
absence of a military officer higher than captain, 
the selection of the first American post or posts on 
the waters of the Pacific in California is left to your 
discretion. 

The object of the United States is, under its rights 
as 2 belligerent nation, to possess itself entirely of 
Upper California. 

When San Francisco and Monterey are secured, 
you will, af possible, send a swall vessel of war to 
‘ake and hold possession of the port of San Diego; 
and it would be well to ascertain the views of the in- 
habitants of Pueblo de los Angeles, who, according to 
information received here, may be counted upon as 
desirous of commg under the jurisdiction of the 
Umiued States. If you can take possession of it, you 
should do so. 


The object of the United States has reference to 
ultimate peace with Mexico; and if at that peace the 
basis of the uli possidelis shall be established, the 
guvernment expects, through your forces, to be found 
in actual possession of Upper California. 

ibis will bring wath at the necessity of a civil ad- 
ministration. Such a government should be estab- 
lished under your protection, and, in selecting per- 
sons to hold office, due respect should be had to the 
wishes of the people of California as well as to the 
actual possessors of authority in that province. I|t 
way be proper to require an vath of allegiance to the 
United States from those whv are entrusted with au- 
tuority. You wall also assure the people of Califor- 
nia of the protection o: the United States. 

In reterence to commercial regulations in the 
ports of which you are in actual possession, ships and 
produce of the United States should come and go free 
of duly. 

For your further instruction I enclose to you a co- 





Commanding U. S. naval forces in the Pacific. 


* ee 
ment of Brigadier General S. W. Kearny, who is or * 
dered overland to California. You will also commy" 
nicate your instructions to him, and inform him tha! 
they have the sanction of the President. 
The government relies on the land and naval for. 
ces to co-operate with each other in the must friendly 
and effective manner. 
After you shall have secured Upper California, jr 
your force 1s sufficient, you will take Possession of 
and keep the harbors on the gulf of California as fg, 
down at least as Guaymas. But this is not to inter. 
fere with the permanent occupation of Upper Cajj. 
fornia. 
A regiment of volunteers from the State of New 
York, to serve during the war, have been called for 
by the government, and are expected to sail from the 
first to the tenth of August. This regiment will, in 
the first instance, report to the naval commander on 
your station, but will ultimately be under the corp. 
mand of General Kearney, who is appointed to cop. 
duct the expedition by land. 
The term of three years having nearly expired 
since you have been in command of the Pacific squa. 
dron, Commodore Shubrick will soon be sent out in 
the Independence to relieve you. The departinent 
confidently hopes that all Upper California will oe in 
our hands before the relief shall arrive. 
Very respectfully, 
GEORGE BANCROFT. 
Comnodore John D. Sivat. 
Com’g. U.S. naval forces in the Pacitic ocean, 


Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Stockton. 
[Confitential } 
United States Navy Department, 
Washington, November 5, 1846. 
Commodore: Commodore Sloat has «rrived in this 
city, and delivered your letter of the 28th July ult: 
mo, with the copy of your address to the peuple of 
California, which accompanied it. The department 
is gratified that you jomed the squadron before the 
state of the Commodore’s health rendered it necessa- 
ry for him to relinquish his important command. 
The difficulties and embarrassments of the com- 
mand, withouta knowledge of the proceedings of 
congress on the subject of the war with Mexico, and 
in the absence of tne instructions of the departinent 
which followed those proceedings, are justly appre- 
ciated; and it is highly gratifying that so much has 
been done in anticipation of the orders which have 
been transmitted. 


You will, without doubt, have received the des- 
patches of the 15ih of May last, addressed to Commo- 
dore Sivat; and | now send you, for your guidance, a 
copy of instructions to Commodore Shubrick of the 
17th August. He sailed early in September, in the 
razee Independence, with orders to join the squadron 
with the least possible delay. On his assuming the 
command, you may hoist your pennant on the Sa- 
vannah, and return home with her and the Warren. 

The existing war with Mexico has been commence: 
ed by her. Every disposition was telt and manifest: 
ed by the United States government to procure re- 
dress for the injuries of which we complained, and to 
settle all complaints on her part, in the spirit of 
peace and of justice which has ever characterized 
our intercourse with foreign nations. That disposi 
tion still exists; and whenever the authorities of 
Mexico shall manilest a willingness to adjust unset 
tled points of controversy between the two republics, 
and to restore an honorable peace, they will be met 
in a corresponding spirit. 

This consummation is not to be expected, nor is 
our national honor to be moined, without a vigorout 
prosecution of the war on our part. Wathout being 
animated by any ambitious spirit of conquest, our ne 
val and military forces must hold the ports and ler 
ritory of the enemy, of which possession has been 
obtained by their arms. You will, therefore, under 
no circumstances, voluntarily lower the flag of the 
United States, or relinquish the actual possession 0 
Upper Caliiornia. Ot other points of the Mexicat 
territory, which the forces under your command may 
occupy, yon will maintain the possession or with- 
draw, as in your judgment may be most advantageut 
in poorer of the war. i 

n regard to your intercourse with the inhabitan 
of the country, your views are judicious, and Jo 
will conform to the instructions heretofore give". 
You will exercise the rights of a belligerent; 2” ' 
you fiud that the liberal policy of our government! 
purchasing aud paying for required supplies, '8 oa 
understood, and its exercise is injurious tu the i ‘ 
interest, you ave at liberty to take them from 
evemy without compensation, or pay such prices lie 
may be deemed just and reasonable. The best pi 
cy in this respect depends on a kn. wledge of ue 
siances in which you are placed, aud is left (oJ 
discretion. 





py of confidential instructions from the war depart- 
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The Seeretary of War-has ordered Col. R. B Ma- 
son, Ist United Stutes dragoons, to proceed to Cali- 
fornia, Via Pawama, who will command the troops 
and conduct the military operations in the Mexican 
territory bordering on the Pacific, in the absence of 

dier General Kearny. The commander of the 
naval forces will consult and co-operate with him 
in his command, to the same extent as if he held a 
higher rank in the army. In all questions of relative 
rank, ve is to be regarded as having only the rank of 
colonel. 

The President has deemed it best for the public 
interests to invest the military officer commanding 
with the direction of the operations on Jand, and 
with the administrative functions of government 
over the people and territory occupied by us. You 
will relinquish to Col. Mason, or to General Kearny, 
ifthe latter shal! arrive before you have done so, the 
enure control over these matters, and turn over to 
him all papers necessary to the performance of his 
duties. If officers of the navy are employed in the 

rformance of civil or military duties, you will 
withdraw or continue them, at your discretion, tak- 
ing care to pul them to their appropriate duty in the 
squadron, if the army officer commanding does not 
wish their services on land. 

The establishment of port regulations is a subject 
over which it is deemed by the president most appro- 
priate that the naval commander shall exercise juris- 
diction. You will establish these, and communicate 
them to the military commander, who will carry them 
into effect so lar as his co-operation may be necessa- 
ry, sugges'ing for your consideration modifications or 
alterations. 

The regulation of the import trade is also confided 
toyou. The conditions under which vessels of our 
own citizens and of neutrals may be admitted into 
ports of the enemy in your possession, will be pres: 
cribed by you, subject to instructions heretofore gi- 
ven. To aid you, cupies of instructions tu the col- 
lectors in the United States, trom the Treasury de- 
partment, Of the same Subject, are enclosed. On 
cargoes of neutrals unported into such ports you may 
in.pose moderate duties, vol greater in amount than 
those collected in tie ports of the United States.— 
The collection of these dues will be made by civil 
oficers, to be appointed and subject to the same rules 
ayoiber persons chargea with civil duties in the 
country. ‘These appointments will be made by the 
military Officers, iu Consultation with you. 

The Presivent directs me to impress most earnest- 
ly on the naval officers, as it is impressed on those of 
the army, (he importance of harmony in the perform- 
ance of their deicate duties, while co operating. — 
Tiey are arms of one body, and will, { doubt not, vie 
with each other in showing which can render the 
most efficient aid to the other in the execution of 
common orders, and in sustaining the national honor, 
Which 18 confided to both. 


You will u ake your communications to the depart- 
ment as frequent as possible. 

The great distance at which your command is 
placed, and the impossibility of maintaining a fre- 
quent or regular co..munication with you, necessari- 
ly nduce the department to leave much of the de- 
tails of your operations to your discretion. The con- 
fideut belief is evtertained that, with the general out 
line given in the instrucuions, you will pursue a 
course which will make the enemy sensible of our 
power to inflict on them the evils of war, while it 
will secure to the United States, if a detinitive trea 
ly ol peace shall give us California, a population 
lMpressed with our justice, gratetul for our clemen- 
on prepared tu love our institutions and to honor 

ag. 

On your being relieved in the command of the 
Muadron, you will haud your instructions to the offi- 
Cer relieving you. 

am, very respectfully, your obed’t. serv’t. 
JOHN Y. MASON, 

Com. R. F. Stockton, comiu’g U.S. 

Nasal forces on the west coast of Mexico. 


Secretary of the Navy to Commodore Shubrick. 

Navy Department, August 17, 1846. 
commodore: The United States bel iu a Biate of war 
of ee 2ction of Mexico, i is desired by the prosecuhon 
hon mities to hasien the return uf peace, alu tu secure 
he advantaveous condi ious. Four this purpose, orders 
aaa been given to the squadron in tue Pacific to take 

keep possession of Upper Calitornia, especially of 
, porié of San Francisco, of Monterey, and of San vie- 
ms and also, if opportuni y offer, and the pecple favor, 

Ake possession, by an inland expedition, of Puebla 

ngeles, near San Diego. 

cena ening the Pacific, your first duty wil} be tu as- 
bot ds these orders have beeu carried into effect. It 
ren U will take immediate possession of Upper Cali 
Monter.g cially of the three ports vf San Francisco, 
hall be 1 and San Diego; so ihat it the treaty of peace 
me C ie on the basis of the uti possidetis, it may 
difornia to the United States. 








The relations to be maintained with the people of Up- 
per Caliiornia are to be as friendly as possible. Tie flig 
of the United States must be raised, but under it the peo- 
ple are to be allowed as much liberty of self-government 
a8 is consistent with the genera! occupation of the coun. 
iry by the United States. You, as commander in chief 
of the squadron, may exercise the right to interdict the 
entrance of any vessels or articles that would be unlavor- 
able to our success in the war into any of the enemy’s 

rts which you may occupy. With this exception, all 

nited States vessels and merchandise must be allowed 
by the local authorities of the ports of which you take 
possession to come and go free of duty; but on foreign 
vessels and goods reasonable duties may be imposed 
collected, and disposed of by the local authorities, under 
your general superintendence. 

A military force has been directed by the Secretary of 
War to proceed to the western coastof California, for the 
purpose of co-operation with the navy in taking pos- 
session of, and holding, the ports and positions which 
have been specified, and tur otherwise uperating against 
Mexico. 

A detachment of these troops, coneisting of a compa- 
ny of artillery, under command of Capt. Tompkins, has 
sailed in the U.S. ship Lexington. A regiment of vo- 
lunters under Col. Stevenson, will soon sail from New 
York; and a bedy of troops, under Brigadier General 
Kearney, may reach the coastover Santa Fe. Cuopies of 
so much of the instructions to Captain Tompkins, and 
General Kearny as relate to objects requiring co-opera- 
tion, are herewith enclosed. 

By article 6, of the General, Regulations of the Army, 
edition of 1825, which is held by the War department to 
be still in furce, and of which L enclose you a copy, your 
commission places you, in point of precedence, on occa: 
sions of ceremony, or upon -iectings ter consultation, i+ 
the class of major general; but no officer of the army 
or navy, whatever may be his rank, can assume any 
direct command, independent of consent, over an officer 
of the other serviee, excepting only when land forces are 
especially embarked in vessels of war to do the duty of 
marines. 

The president expects and requires, however, the most 
cordial and effectual co-operation between the officers of 


| the two services, in taking possession of and holding the 


ports and positions of the enemy which are designated in 
the instructions to either or both branches of the service, 
and wiil hold any commander of e.ther branch to a strict 
responsibility forany failure to preserve harmony and se- 
cure the objects proposed. 


The land forces which have been, or will be, sent to 


the Pacific, may be dependari upon the vessels of your | 


squadron fer transportation from one point to anovher, 
and for shelter and protection in case of being compelled 
to abandon positions un the coast. It may be necessary 
also tv furnish transportation for their supplies, or to fur- 
nish the supplies tnemselves, by the vessels und-r your 
direction. In all such cases, you will furnish all the as- 
sistance in your power which will not interfere with ob- 
jects that, in your opinion, are of greater importance. 

You will (taking care, however, to advise with any 
land officer of high rank—say, of the rank of brigadier 
general, who may be at han:!) make the necessary regu 
lations forthe posts that may be occupied. 

Having provided for the full possession of Upper Cali- 
fornia, the next point of importance is the gulf of Califor- 
nia. From the best judgment [ can form, you should 
take possession of the purt of Guymas. The progress 
of our arms will probably be such that, in conjunction 
with land forces, you will be able to hold possession of 
he and so to reduce all the country north of it on 
the gulf. 


Asto the ports south of it, especially Mazatlan and 
Acapulco, it is not possible to give you special instruc 
tions. Generally you will take possession of or blockade, 
according to your best judgment, all Mexican ports as 
far as your means allow; but south of Guymas, if the 
provinces rise up against the central government, and 
manifest fri-ndship toward the United States, you may, 
according to your discretion, enter into a temporary 
agreement of neutrality. But this must be done only on 
condition that our ships have free access to their port-, 
and equal commercial rights with those of other nations; 
that you are allowed to take in water and fuels to pur- 
chase supplies; to go to and from shore wit!out ubstruc 
tion, as in time of peace; and that the provinces which 
are thus n. utral shall absolutely abstain from contribut- 
ing towards the continuance of the war by the central 
government of Mexico against the United Siates. 

Generally, you will exercise the rights of a belligerent, 


and bear in mind that the greater advantages you obtain, | 


ihe more speedy and the more advantageous will be the 
eace, 
, Should Commodore Biddle be in the Pacific. off the 
shures of Mexico, at the time yuu arrive there, you wi!! 
re por! yourselt to him; and, as long as he remains vff ihe 
coastof Mexico, you will act under his direction, in 
concert with him, communicating to him tiese instruc- 
ons. 

The Savannah, the Warren, and the Levant ought 
soon to return. If you hear of peace between the Un.t- 
ed Staces and Mexico, you will at once send them 
home. 

If war continues you will send them home singly or in 
cumpany at the earliest day they can be spared. The 
Savannah will goto New York, and the Warren and 
Levant to P pehinpes Pa 

ery respectiuliy, yours, 
Fee GEORGE BANCROFT. 

Com. W. B. Shubrick, appointed to command 

0). 8. naval forces in the Pacific ocean. 





MR. BAKER’S SPEECH, 
ON THE WAR. 





Mr. Baker then rose and addressed the committee. 
He said: 

Mr. Chairman—lI beg leave toreturn my profound 
acknowledgmenis to very many gentlemen on both 
sides of this House who have kindly offered to forego 
their intentions to attempt addressing the House, in 
order that | might be permitted to say afew words 
this morning, before I take my departure on my re- 
turn to the army in Mexico. While] return my 
thanks for the kindness, I beg leave to add that I am 
sure it 1s intended by them—as it is received by me 
—only asa tribute to the gallantry of those with 
whom it has been my good fortune to be associated. 
Sir, 1 feel humbled and abashed when I reflect upon 
how little ithas been my fortune to do to deserve 
such kindness,whether bestowed upon me personally 
or as the representative of my brethren in arms. Sir, 
1 wish that instead of myself it were the gallant Da- 
vis who, resigning his seaton this floor, has so 
bravely fought the battles of his country, that now 
addressed you. If ithad been his fortune to stand 
here and receive the congratulations and praise 
which he has so nobly earned, you would have a 
nore fitting object on whom to bestow your kind- 
ness; for as to myself I can pretend to no merit. It 
has been my evil fortune tu be Jeft far in the rear of 
the war, and if now J venture to say a few words 
for those with whom I am associated— whether those 
who gallantly sustained the fortunes of their country 
in the bloody streets of Monterey, or those who, en- 
countering a still sterner fate, have been forced to 
die on the banks of the Rio Grande—Il beg this 
House to believe that while it is indeed a pleasant 
task to endeavor to aid them in this House, it is, on 
the other, painful to stand here, as | do, after six 
months service, deserving no credit, and as desiring 
yet to receive no reward. Iconfess, Mr. Chairman, 
that itis with no Jjttle astonjshment that I have lis- 
tened to a portion of this debate. Iam sure that 
at this moment it isnot imagined by your gallant 
volunteer army that in this the third week of the 
session, the Congress of the United States is engaged 
\ina grave and important discussion as to mubs in 
Olio, and the nature of the vote by which represen- 
latives in the next Congress have been elected! The 
men who fought at Monterey; the men who are en- 
titled to all honor and the highest reward, do not 
suppose that such a state of things can exist here.— 
The men who have survived the fierce assaults of 
disease on the Rio Grande—the men who have en- 
dured every privation thatthe want of pay, cloth- 
ing, and every comfort—-by whose fauit, or whether 
by the fault of any one they did not say—the men 
who amid all these sufferings were eagerly looking 
to the front forthe foe, and anxiously awaiting 
succor from their friends at home—these men cer- 
tainly did not anticipate such a state of things as 
that of which i must inform them as existing here. 
I have been sometimes led to believe, since my arri- 
val in Washington, that the congress of the United 
States is not perfectly informed as to the true cuondi- 
tion of thingsin Mexico. Whether that be so or not, 
| I shall do myseif the honor to make a few statements 
/of fact. 1] do not design to engage for a moment in 
|any partisan controversy on this floor. Where my 
(sympathies are now, and where they have been, is 

well known. Where they have been they still are; 
and there, through good or evil fortune, they will 
remain furever! Butat the present moment | can- 
not understand that'*whig” or “democrat” has any 
thing to do with the question which now 1s, or ought 
to be, before the House; and 1 design, if it be possi- 
ble; without any thing of a partisan feeling to urge 
the members of this House to act inmediately—ef- 
fectually—at once—now—for this gallant army, 
laboring, toiling, bleeding, suffering in a foreign 
land. 

In the first place, he would say that the army in 
Mexico needed more men and mote money; and they 
needed it now, withoutdelay. He had been informed 
ithat the entire force now in the field, including 
General Wool’s column, Taylor's’ column, But- 
\ler’s and Patterson’s divisions, was not over 11,500 
_men, excluding perhaps Gates’ artillery battallioa 
and two other regiments now recruiting, and some 
troops which might have arrived by this time at 
Tampico. With this amount of force there was an 
| area of country to be covered which it was difficult 
_to vescribe. Commencing at Monterey, is extended 
at Saltillo, Montemordoz, Matamoras, Camargo, 
| Coahuila, and through Victoria to Tampico itself, 
‘andas much further as we might be abdle to pene- 
trate. Ofthis number he was understood to say 
| that it would require at least 3,00U to garrison Sal- 
| tillo ard Monterey, and thus to hold the advance we 
|had already made in thatdirection, exclusive of 
| Chihuahua, Santa Fe, and California; and besides 
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what would be necessary in order to garrison the va- 
rious other posts we had established, whether for 
peaceful or military perposes. [This statement 
was very rapidly made by Mr. B., and possibly it 
may not be given with entire accuracy by the Re- 
porter. He caught what points he could.) 

Mr. B went on to say that he understood that the 
Congress of the United Statesand the President of 
the United States, kindled into ardur by the glories 
which were gilding the national eagles, were longing 
for new conquests and panting to witness fresh tri- 
umphs of our arms, In that hope he himself most 
fervently joined. But he would press upon the House 
the question whether, let the army approach the city 
of Mexico, either by the way of Fort St. Juan or 
by that of San Luis Potosi, it was possible with ten, 
or twelve, or fourteen thousand of men to cover the 
country we had, and push our advance to the con- 
summation of the war? He expressed the opinion, 
not without great diffidence; but he must say he 
doubted whether it was possible, with that amount 
of the very best soldiers America ever sent into 
the field, (and better ‘roops, braver, more unflinch- 
ing, more patient, more persevering, never were sent 
from any couptry,) to conquer erght millions of 
people. Let it be recollected that this little army of 
fifleen thousand men was tobe scattered over an 
area of country extending five hundred miles frem 
east to west, and about four hundred from north to 
south, where all the means of communication were 
uncertain, and was filled with a hostile population. 
How could such a number of soldiers, even the best 
disciplined and the most skilful and experienced, 
divided into two or three columns, separately opera- 
ting, be expected to prosecute their advance, and 
leave it marked, as it has thus far been, only with 
glory and honor? 


But it was asked, to w!:i! ise would it be to rein- 
force the army to any great extent, because, evan if 
we could secure the capital itself, and plant our 
standard over the city af Mexico, we should be no 
nearer toa peace than we were this day? If that 
was true, it surely ought to have been considered 
before we commenced an invasion of the Mexican 
territory. Mexico has commenced an attack on what 
we Claimed as American soil,and Mr. B. was not 
one of those who were for yielding it up to them, 
either then or now. If the war were just, it did not 
follow that it was a war of invasion; as a war of de- 
fence, it had been most glorious tothe American 
arms. So faras it could be called a war upon the 
ocean, we had it in our power to laugh all opposi- 
tion to scorn. A war of invasion had not been neces- 
sarily incumbent upon us; yet the house voted the sup- 
plies for its prosecution, almost unanimously. There 
was, as he understood; scarcely a dissenting voice as 
to the propriety of the advance ofourarmy. All 
parties and allclasses of people among us were 
agreed that, if we made war atall, it ought to be 
sudden, vigorous and brief. The army did advance 
accordingly, and we had gained, in a brief space of 
time, three great battles. We had advanced, it was 
true, some three hundred miles into the Mexican ter- 
ritory. Yet we had scarcely, to aay percepiible ex- 
tent, weakened the country or crippled its resour- 
ces. On the contrary, it was a matter of not a little 
doubt—and Mr. B. was one who greatly doublted— 
whether Mexico was not stronger this day than she 
had ever been; more united, more nationalized,more 
concentrated in one public opinion, and feeling, look- 
ing more unitedly towards a single leader; more he 
roic, he was about to say; and he would say more he- 
roic for it was always heroic for any people to put 
forth effort in defence of their country. 

He repeated the declaration that, at this moment, 
so far from being weakened, Mexico was more Con- 
centrated in effort, more united in public opinion, 
more capable of sustaining a prolonged and desper- 
ate conflict than she had ever been before. From 
this state of things, if it did not indeed exist, Con- 
gress oughtto derive only a deeper and more im- 
pressive sense of its duty in relation to this war, and 
its duty now. It was on this point that he now 
wished to be heard, and it was in relation ta this 
alone that he had brought himself to consent to open 
his lips at all. 

Mr. B. said he should not take upon him to pre- 
dict whether it would be in our power to compel a 





peace, even should we attempt to dictate its terms | 


in the palaces of Mexico ilself. But of one thing he 
felt very sure: and that was, that nothing we had el- 
fected thus far was in itself sufficient ta convince the 
Mexicans that we are ableto conquerthem, They 
felt, ard always had, that the territory we had over- 
run, the cities we had stormed, the towns we had 


seized upon, constituted but comparatively an unin. | 


portant part of their country, and were in no wise 
the seat of their power. With the exception that 
we had blockaded their ports; (and even this bloek- 
ade, if he had been rightly informed, had heen much 


more earnestly talked about than rigidly enforced,) 
we had done nothing as yet which seriously erippled 
the resources of Mexico atall. By a capitulation 
which Mr. B. was understood by the Reporter to 
say he considered to have been both just an! wise, 
the Mexican army had retired from Monterey with 
almost all their arms and munitions of war. What 
they had left behind them cousisted chiefly of that 
which they wanted the least, and of which they. 
could furnish the most. Mr. B. referred to. this 
mainly with a view of impressing on the House the 
fact that we had as yet done nothing which enabled 
us to conquer peace. The war seemed yet to be ac. 
complished. And how? Mr. B. said he understood, 
and he presumed it was correct, that the President 
had called for ten additional regiments. Was it so? 
[Voices : “Yes; he has.”] Mr. B. believed that one 
of these regiments had been ordered from. Louisiana, 
another from North Carolina, another from Virginia, 
and one from Massachusetts, but that they had not 
yetset forward. © Massachusetts and Louisiana, he 
understood, were not yet ready. North Carolina was 
just beginning to get awake. But suppose all the 
regiments ordered should be forthwith filled up, and 
all should march; and supposing (what was not al- 
ways the case in volunteer regiments) there were 
no men of straw, when would they get there? And 
when they did arrive, how many men would they be 
able to concemrate to be added to those who were 
to make the advance to the city of Mexico, whether 
they went by the southern route, by way of Vera 
Cruz, or the other, by the way of San Luis Potosi? 
Mr. B. said he understood from authority on which 
he believed he might safely rely, that Santa Anna 
had at this time about 25,000 men, well drilled, and 
in a high state of military preparation. The clergy, 
the landholders, the men of the old revolution, and 
above all, the Mexican women, seemed kindled into 
a high state of patriotic enthusias.a, and burning to 
meetand to repel the invader. 

Then there was another thing which ought to be 
well considered. Whatever the advance of our for- 
ces, it was to be made during this coming winter; 
the reasons must be obvious. Less than six months 
ago Congress had sent into the field as many as 
twenty-six regiments of volunteers, all burning with 
the most exalted hopes, and ready to peril their all, 
health, reputation, life itself, not ina defensive, but 
in an invasive war; a war not undertaken to defend 
their own homes and firesides, but for the glory of 
the American name and arms. Alas! how many of 
those fine young men, who had never seen a battle, 
never had cast their stern glance on the countenance 
of an enemy were now sleeping their last sleep on 
the banks of the Rio Grande! Qnce their heart 
heaved high with a soldier’s fondest hopes; proud 
and light had been their measured footsteps as they 
marched in all the buoyancy of youthful ambition.— 
But now— 


‘Where rolls the rushing Rio Grande, 
H w pencefuily they sleep; 

‘ithey cid not fallin bloody strife, 

Upon a weil-fvught heid. 

Not from the red wound poured their life, 
Where cowering toemen yieli, 

Th’ archangel’s shade was slowly cast 
Upon each polished brow; 

But, calm and fearless to the last, 

They sleep securely now.” 


The bones of nearly two thousand young men, in 
whose veins flowed some of the best blood of this 
country, were now resting in the mould on the banks 
of the Rio Grande, who never had seen the face of 
an enemy, and who never had had the opportunity 
of striking one manly blow in behalf of their country 
and their race. For this Mr. B. did not feel inelin. 
ed, at this moment, to blame any body. It was quite 
impossible to appreciate fully the difficulties of a 
campaign: especially was this impossible to those 
who sat at ease, far from danger and alarms, in the 
security of home. ‘!hey could imagine little of the 
horrors of a campaign in an enemy’s country—a 
country almost entirely unknown, with a sickly cli- 





mate, and in an unprepared condition. The regi- 
iment with which Mr. B. served had gone ta the 
‘field with 820 men, young, hearty, gallant, am- 
| bitious, adventurous, and bold: of these at least 500 
were young men who came from homes of their 
/own acquired by their personal labor and economy, 
or from the domestic circles of their parents’ d-vel- 
lings, who lived in the same independence. Seven 
hundred of them could with ease have earned three 
limes whatthe Government promised them as pay. 
Out of these 800 men nearly 100 now slept on the 
banks of that doleful river, while 200 of them had 
returned mere skeletons and shadows, to find in the 
| bosom of their friends and the embraces of their 
|anxious families that repose and renovation which 


| their shattered frames and dejected spirits so greatly 





sete 
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linois: it was trae of the Kentoucky regiment: it Wai 
true ofthe Alabama regiment: it was true of the 
Indiana regiment: it was true of every one of ths 
regiments which had encamped on the fatal banks of 
the Rio Grande, They all had fallen victims to the 
diseases incident to the climate, to/the waters, to the 
waters, to the change of food,and to a hundred other 
things which combined to depress and dishearten tha 
devoted men who had fondly songht glory on the 
field of their country’s cause. Mr. B. did not refer 
to these things in any spirit of reproach or of com. 
plaint: he should not be worthy of the honor of being 
the representative on this oceasion of those brave 
men in whose behalf he ventured to raise his voice 
in that hall if he would condescend to complain.— 
What they had done, they had done from the love of 
country; for the love of glory; for the hope of such 
an immortality in their country’s annals as would be 
shared by Worth, by Davis, by Ca upbell, by Me. 
Neall, by Ringgold, by McClung, by MeKavett, and 
hundreds more, their brave and chivalrous compan. 
ions in arms. They had done it that they might be 
honored while they lived, lamented when they died 
and remembered ever after. But as a representa. 
tive of the people (an be spoke now as an officer) 


he would say that it was cold-blooded cruelty to de. 


sire again to expose these men toa summer’s cam- 
paign, when by zeal and energy manifested now the 
war might he ended before next April. 


Mr, B. was not here to discuss the question how 
these troops could be raised or how they could be 
supplied with money. If he should ask a question 
like that, sure he was that from every quarter of 
that hall would spring the spontaneous reply, “these 
United States can raise all the men and all the 
money which the eause and glory of the coun. 
try might require.” Pennsylvania, he under. 
stood, was ready with more mon. Illinois, after sen. 
ding 3,000, could send 3,000 more; if the war could 
be ended now, why shonld we hesitate? What would 
be gained by delay? Was there ever to be a peace? 
Were we ever to obtain peace upon hororable terms? 
Was it to be by advancing or receding? Were we 
to go forward or to retire? In God’s name, if we 
were to retire, let us know it at once. If we were 
to dictate a peace to the enemy, why could we not 
as well do it by next April as by next December ?— 
Would it cost any moreto send 30,000 men now 
than to send the same number next season to wither 
and waste away beneath the scorching beams of a 
Mexicansun? No. He asked then, with all the 
earnestness of his nature he asked i1t—on whatever 
else gentlemen here might differ—whether they 
chose to blame the whigs for refusing to support the 
war, or blame the democrats for beginning the war 
without the necessity, (and he should not engage in 
any discussion of that point,) he asked the House in 
the name of those who had suffered, of those who 
had fought, and were yet willing and eager to fizht 
the battles of their country, to send them aid—to 
send them comfort—subsistence—support—supplies 
—mutittions of war. He besought gentlemen to let 
our brave army take the advance and keep it, till 
they shouid odtain their hearts’ desire, by spreading 
the nation’s banners over the eity of Mexico. Either 
the army (if well supported) could do this before 
April next, or the war promised to be interminable, 
For himself, he was not one of those who deeined it 
aneasy task to conquer a nation. He believed it 
had been said by Madame de Stael (the very distin- 
‘guished gentleman from South Carolina before him, 
who knows every ‘thing about these things, could 
correct him if he was wrong) that ‘ta nation true l0 
itself never was conquered.” Mexico was said 0 
have a population of eight millions, sparsely spread 
over a country more difficult to be invaded and more 
easily defended than any other he knew of in the 
world. Their climate—the very elements—fought 
fur them. Even the sterility of the soil was in itself 
a defence. An invading army found no subsistence. 
The habits of their population—the training of the 
Mexican from his youth, enabled them to endure 
what no people not so trained ever could underg 
A Mexican soldier would live and grow fat where 
an American soldier would starve to death. Theil 
horses wanted no food, (a laugh;) while every barrel 
of oats which our horses required must be broughtat 
least 2,000 miles. In reply ta many jokes around 
him, Mr. B. begged that gentlemen would not ul 
derstand him quite literally when he said Mexica@ 
horses needed no food—eat they did. If it was ne 
cessary, he would make a_ personal explanation 
on that subject afterwards. (A burst of laughter) 
But they were so used to the scanty subsistence they 
picked up on their own barren soil that they cou 
live upon a “trange,” (as it was called in the West, 
where our American horses would perish. se, 
Mr. Chairman, the Mexican national feeling ° 
kindling up.. I confess, sir, | am very doubtful as 





needed. [t was trye of the other regiment from II- 
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pe, and as it may be defended, unless that now an 
adequate force, and full supplies, be sent into the 
feld; But | am sure of one thing, that the sentiment 
of the Amer.can people, and the Ameriean army, is 
for short, sudden, brilhant war—for advance—con 
stant, triumphant, unceasing advance. I speak for 
the regiment with which | am associated—I speak 
for the whole -volunteer army, when I say that the 
ve men who have perilled strength, and health, 
and life itself, in the valley of the Rio Grande with- 
out having seen an enemy desire war. They pant 
for battles and they feel itto be but just that yoa 
should so reinforce them that they shall be able wise. 
ly and prudently to resume the advance before their 
twelve months shall expire. ‘They desire to strike 
at least one hard blow before they return to their 
homes. Permit me to observe, Mr. Chairman, that 
independent entirely of this question of raising troops 
st home, yourregular and volunteer army not only 
gesire, but deserve—ah! far more deserve than de- 
sire!—but both desire and deserve more support, aid 
and comfort than they have yet received at your 
hands, I believe that it is true that at the other end 
of the Capitol a ae geen has been madeto give 
ihe army three months extra pay in advance. Sir, I 
hope it will be done. If I had any choice upon that 
subject, I should certainly act on the conviction that 
it would be far more preferable to them—far more 
yseful to them—nay, far more necessary to receive 
thatnow than prospectively in any shape whatever. 
Many of the volunteer regiments have not been paid 
jnsix months. Jt wasnearly six months before the 
[ilinois regiments were paid. When they were paid, 
a private received at the rate of seven dollars per 
month, and yet was compelled often to purchase such 
articles as could be procured only atthe most exor- 
bitant prices.. I have seen the gallant young man, 
who had come forth from his own home in the full 
strength of vigorous manhood, now worn and wasted 
by disease, either oy borrowing or some other means, 
purchasing, at fifty cents a pound, a little morsel of 
cheese with which to moisten his lips,having no other 
sustenance provided for him but the hard bread af- 
forded by the army rations, which he had hardly 
strength to masticate. [ have seen them pay twenty- 
five cents per pound for bacon, twenty cents for su- 
gar, and ten cents for what was called baker’s bread; 
expenditures which the state of their health notonly 
justified, but required. I am not to be told, sir, upon | 
this foor, that the soldier is to be confined to his ra-| 
lions. In an emergency a volunteer soldier is per- 
fectly willing to be so confined, and not one of them 
willbe found to grumble. But Isay for them, if you 
will increase their pay,if you will teil them that they 
have behaved gallantly, and at once give them three 
months’ pay for what they have done,und as a pledge 
of future reward, they will think of you with grati- 
Inde, and you will have only done them justice, only 
bhounced the consciousness that the American vol- 
inteer army has dune more than could be expected 
fany citizen soldiery. I donot care a cent whether 
i¢ War cost thirty millions or one hundred millions, 
hile it lasts 1 would give them money, justified by 
ie principle ; and it is this—frequent doubts were 
ipressed, nol as to the valor of volunteers,but great 
loubts as to their capacity to acquire a high state of | 
stipline. These doubts have been dissipated—they 
We disappeared forever. The volucteer regiments 
mal stormed Monterey can do anything. The vol- 
eer regiments that have endured the perils of the 
0Grande could suffer anything. And is it not in 
ung and suffering, in acting and enduring, that 
Nerything subsists which constitutes the suldier?— 
‘hetier the war cost thirty millions, or a hundred 
uillions, we have proved to ourselves and to the 
lole world that we have in case of need thirty 
iusand-—yes, six hundred thousand—yes, a million 
Méhalt capable of making the best infantry, the 
Prenat f the best cavairy,the best of everything 
World, The solution of this problem is, in my 
mation, a sufficient compensation for al) the mo- 
hoes this war may cost. | beseech you, then— 
plore as one ~who has seen a little and but little 
E i War—nothing, alas! of battle—nothing of 
~. only a little of trial and privation—I im- 
' hes 48 a representative of the people, as a con- 
: m Part of the government of this great country; 
re YOu, | beg you to aid your arinies—succor 
VA ag ithe advance; do not stop now to delib- 
90 Minor and comparatively unimportant mat- 
ty Of upon any party do I press these remarks. 
ve ae the whigs—I know them too weil to be- 
the tat is said of their want of patriotism.— 
ie, gS of this country have proved their pa- 
dis Gvery y P P 
Memo... where and on every occasion. it seems 
ier Meno that any diversity of opinion as to 
eben Clay or Polk is the better man—that 
distrib about bank or no bank—distrivution or 
, vlion—'forty-nine ” or——ah! [laugh- 





“Oh! breathe not its name, let it sleep in the shade!” 


tRenewed laughter.] But surety differences like 
these should not be permitted to affect the heart of an 
American, nor palsy his hand at the hour of his 
country’s need. In the army we are all whigs, and 
all democrats, as Mr. Jefferson once said.) It was 
said that Mr. Webster, on a late occasion at Phila- 
delphia, threw out strong doubts as to the justice of 
this war; yet he had a son who had already mustered 
a company for the field,and Mr. B. did not believe 
the younger Webster to be any more of a patriot 
than his father. Mr. Calhoun, too, he believed, had 
declined to vote on one important question touching 
the war; and yet he, too, had a gallant son at the 
head‘of a New York regiment, who was panting for 
the field. From Illinois, his own beloved State. two 
whigs and two democrats commanded the regiments 
from that State; and at the storming of Monterey 
there had been a contest between a democratie regi- 
ment under Davis, and a whig regiment under Mc- 
Clung, not who should hold back or avoid danger,but 
who should be the first to. court it in the “imminent 
and deadly breach.” Then there was Mr. Critten. 
den, than whom a braver soldier never set his foot 


4 


St 





Mr. B said he had came here charged rather witha 
military than a civil duty; and ifhe had said anything 
to which, from his position, fresh-as he was from the 
ranks of the army, the house had been disposed to 
listen with kind attention,he had said it mainly in the 
hope and desire that they would give their support 
to a resolution which he held in his hand, and which 
he proposed to offer, or get a friend to offer at the 
earliest proper opportunity. lt had been drawn up, 
on Mr. B’s earnest request, by the Secretary of war, 
after he had listened to a statement of the existing 
circumstances of the volunteers. [Cries of “Read! 
Read!”] [Ut authorizes the Secretary of war to de- 
liver to the commansing officers of any regiment of 
volunteers, such clothing as may be-needed for said 
volunteers, the same to be furnished to the non-com- 
missioned officers, musicians, and privates at the 
cost sum to the Government, the amount to be de- 
ducted from the pay of said volunteers—the com- 
manding officer to whom the clothing is delivered to 
be responsible for its delivery to the volnnteers or re- 
turn to the United States. 


Mr. B. observed that, of the twenty-six regiments 


in the field, had given to this war two sons—the one 
at the head of a company, the other seeking glory 
on his own hook—where his father had found it in 
the war of 1812. How could it be otherwise than 
that we who had been privileged to draw our first 
breath on the broad bosom of this land of freemen 
should love our country? There might be a very 
honest difference of opinion as to the origin of this 
war. Many gentlemen might very sinzerely think 
that our relations with Mexico had not been alto- 


and others might have doubted the policy as well as 
the expediency of pointing our cannon over Mata- 


republic. 


But need these honest differences of opinion interfere 
with our action in behalf of the country ? Many en. 
tertained these differences who nevertheless fouzht 
side by side at Monterey. It was more than we had 
a right to expect of human nature, that men should 
agree perfectly on every subject. The thing was 
aot possible. But ought we on that account to in 
dulge in mutual crimmation and recrimination? He 
hoped not; be begged not; he entreated that instead 


army. Send them aid, comfort, succor, and sup 
port. Let the eloquence of gentlemen be what one 
gentleman in the debate had quoted from Demos- 
thenes; let it be action! action !! action!!! 


As a whig, did Mr. B. still occupy a place on that 
floor, he should not think it worth while to reply to 
such a charge as that the whigs were not friends of 
their country, because many of them doubted the 
justice or expediency of the presentwar. Surely 
there was more evidence of the patriotism of the man 
who, doubling the expediency and even the entire 
justice of the war, nevertheless supported it because 
it was the war of his country, than ofthe man who 
was fully convinced that it was both just and expe- 
dient. Inthe one st might be mere enthusiasm and an 
impetuous tempera.nent; in the other it was true 
patriotism and a sense of duty. Homer represented 
Hector as strongly doubting both the expediency and 
the justice of the war against Greece; gave his ad- 
vice against it; had no sympathy with Paris, whom 
he bitterly reproached, and still less, probably, with 
Helen. Yet when he came; when the Grecian 
forces were marshalled on the plain. and their crook 
ed keels were seen culling the sands of the Trojan 
coast, Hector was a flaming fire; his beaming hel 
inet was seen ever in the thi kest of the fight. 

There were in the American army many men who 
had the spirit of Hector; who strongly doubted the 
propriety of the war, and especially of the manner 
of its commencement, who were at all times ready 
to pour out the best blood of their hearts like wa- 
ter, and their life with it, on a foreign shore in de- 
fence of the American flag and of American glory. 
From what Mr. B Knew of our people generally he 
felt assured that all such attacks would pass them as 
the idle wind The charge was nottrue in the na- 
ture of things. We all loved our country, and it was 
utterly useless for one party to charge the other with 
a wantof patriotism. Mr. B. was proud and happy to 
be able to say that there were whigs in the front of our 
army who had deported themselves as bravely on 
the day of battle as the bravest of opposite opinions. 
Whether this war should be ended in April or not, 
shoul! our regiments be again and again decimated 
as they had been, whether acting or suffering ; whe- 
ther in the heart of Mexico or unwillingly lingering 
on the banks of a pestilentia. river, they would stil! 
be found doing their duty and their whole duty to 
the country so longas life endured. They loved 





gether well managed before the war commenced — | 


moros, and bullying and’ attacking Mexicoa weaker 


of this, gentlemen would agree in giving aid to our | 


of volunteers who had been sent to Mexico, there 
were but two orthree who were possessed of decent 
clothing for the campaign. He should not now stay 
to discuss the question whether that was their fault 
ornot. The fact was that the government had fur- 
nished to each man forty-two dollars as commutation 
for clothing; that is, they had advanced to the vol. 
unteer thatsum. Butmany had to purchase their 
clothing on the credit of government, when it was 
uncertain whether the government would pay; hence 
they had to pay one-half more than the fair price ; 
and some of them had to purchase two suits so as to 
be uniform with their regiments. Then the expenses 
of travelling, (which government did not pay,) and 
of some necessary equipments, absorbed most of the 
money. save a little, which he feared they had was- 
ted. The clothing they now had, had been worn and 
slept in for six months; of course it was a good deal 
worn out. And now, when the inclement season 
was coming on, anid those Southern ‘northers” be- 
| ganto blow, which made their way throuzh flesh 
| and bone; and pierced to the very marrow, the poor 
| men were miserably provided for. They could not 
| buy; and, if they could, the articles would be alto- 
| gether bevond their means. The governnent had 
been in the habit of furnishing to the regulars in ad. 
vance of their actual necessity for clothes, according 
to the army estimates ; and in this it had done pru- 
dently and wisely. There was now at Camargo and 
several other places much government clothing in 
depot-—fatigue suits which couldfbe distributed to the 
| volunteers, and be received as part oftheir pay. It 
| was the wish of Gen. Taylor that the clothing should 
be so disposed of. The army desired it themselves, 

These poor fellows did not wish to go to the field 
like Falstaff’s regiment; when they went to hurl 
defiance in the face of the foe, they wished to look, 
while they did so, some thing like decent men. It 
would cost the government nothing; the clothes 
were on the spot, and this would be a mere advance 
to the volunteers on account of their pay. He trust- 
ed that, by a suspension of the rules, this resolution 
could pass the house to-day, (unanimously, as he 
trusted,) so that it might be sent to-morrow to the 
senate ; he should esteem it his great favor. He 
wished for leave to take as much clothing as might 
be at Camargo. The army would be uncer great 
obligations to congress for an act in which justice 
mingled with liberality. 











Mr. B., in conclusion, returned his thanks to the 
house for the attention (rather greater than usual) 
| with which they had listened to the few remarks he 
had deemed it his duty tomake. He attributed it to 
nothing he had done or seen or suffered, but merely 
to the fact that he had come fresh from our army,and 
and had been honored to speak in its name and be- 
half; and he received it gratefully as a token of re- 
spect shown to them. In return he could only say 
that he pledged himself for that army, that it would 
do its duty and its whole duty to the country. It 
was burning for the advance ; it panted for such an- 
other conflict; that of Monterey beneath the walls 
of Mexico ; but, at the same time, it desired peace ; 
honorable peace—a peace conquered by our arms. 
Mr. B. believed that, if Suitably sustained, the army 
would conquer that peace, and sign it in the palaces 
of Mexico within four months. At the same time, 
he was most thoroughly convinced that, if not en- 
ded within the next five months, it might be that it 
never would be brought to a close on terms honor- 
able to the United States. 











[Here the debate ended, and the joint resolution 
proposed by Mr. Baker was subsequently passed,but 





thejr country. 


was reconsidered and referred to the military com. 
mittee on the following day.} : 
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CHRONICLE. 


Tax ON T&A AND corres. The secretary of the trea- 
sury in his annual report urged congress to act promptly 
in laying duties upon tea and coffee, in order as he said* 
that the duty night operate before the first of the pre 
sent month, in which case the producers wuuld pay the 
tax, but if left till after that date, the consumers would 
have the tax to pay His reasoning in the case failed to 
effect its object. No bill has yet been reported. ‘The 
secretary, in a communication to the chairman of the 
committee that has the A in charge, re-urges the 

ubject in the most earnest language. 
ae [iapairtnent. December 21, 1846. 

Sir: Permit me most respecttully to call your atten- 
tion to the views submitted in my last annual report in, 
regard toimposing duties on tea and coffee: ‘These 
duties were suggested in view of the necessity of obtaia- 
ing the loan therein proposed, and this department [eels 
bound to communicate the opinion entertained by it,that 
in the absence of these duties, it will probably be wholly 
impracticable to negotiaie the loan on suci: terms as 
would be permitted y mig ay Sites atlas 

ust respectiu our 0 tert serv ’ 
memeudti eer 
Secretary of the treasury. 





Hon. James J. McKay. | 
Chairman of the committee of ways and means. 

The Union, seconded this by earnestly appealing to 
the friends of the administration. 

{We learn this moment, that the house of representa- 
tives have, by a vote of 115 yeas to 43 nays, adapted a 
resulution offered during the session of to-day by Mr. 
Wentworth, a leading friend of the administration, that, 
“it is itexpedient to impose a tax upon tea and coffee.” 
A motivn made by Mr. Payne, of Alahama, to lay 
the resolution on the table, failed, ayes 49, nays 106, 

What measures the governmeut will resort to under the 
circumstances remain to be seen. 

The deposite banks in New York are said to have 
only about $600,000 of the piblic deposites— whilst they 
have $700,000 to 1,000,0.u 1: treasury notes, ready to 
pay it off with. The interest payable on the Ist January 
upon the public debt, instead of being paid off in specie 
by the sub-treasurer, the treasurer directsto be paid by 
the deposite banks, we presume for the last tine, unless 
the sub-treasury law is mcdified or abandoned. ‘These 
dratts upon the deposite banks must nearly exhaust the 
public funds held by them, and it is a criminal offence 
under the sub-treasury statute fur any depusiles hereatter 


to be made of public money in a bank. 


NAVAL JOURNAL. 


OTAL WRECK OF THE UNITED STATES BRIG OF WAR 
SOMERS—LOSS OF LIFE. 

The brig Morgan Dix, arrived at N. Orleans on the 
21st ult. The Picayune furnishes the following mel- 
oncholy details received from their correspondent in 
the Gulf squadron. 

On the evening of the 7th Dec., the Somers took 
shelter under the Green Island, appearance presaging 
astorm. On the 8th asail was reported from aloft, 
and Capt. Semmes, of the brig, got under way for a 
chase. He supposed the sail wasa vessel intending 


officers left on the wreck to come with them. These 


| officers resolutely declared they would wait and take 


their chances with the brig. 

Capt. Semmes, who was in impaired health, was also 
entreated to go, but refused. Lieut. Parker answer- 
ed a similar solicitation by saying he would drown 
with the brig. Lieut. Claiborne and acting Master 
Clemson held the same language. It is a remarkable 
circumstance that three of the officers and all the 
men who acted thus nobly aresaved. When the 
boat shoved off, the gale was blowing with great vio- 
lence and a heavy sea: running, so that for some mo- 
ments it was a matter of doubt whether the boat would 
live. Purser Steele at one time proposed to leave the 
boat fora fish-davit he saw floating by. The boat, 
however, reached the island in about twenty minutes. 
As soon as the men were landed, Mr. Clarke, dis- 
regarding the most strenuous entreaties, resolutely 
shoved off again with a volunteer crew at the immi- 
nent hazard of their lives. Less than three minutes 
after the boat left the brig, Capt. Semmes, finding the 
vessel setting under them, gave an order for every man 
to save himself. All simultaneously plunged into the 
water, and grasped the posts, gratings, spars, coops 
and other floating objects at hand. Many must have 
gone down from the want of any support whatever; 
others struggled on frail floats to be finally drifted on 
the reefs and dashed to pieces. 

Some were driven to sea to be heard of no more, 
and others encountered the worst fate, which could 
be .apprehended in being drowned, by sharks, Of 
near sixty who plunged from the wreck only seven- 
teen escaped. 


Through all this appalling scene the greatest com- 
posure was observed by men and officers. There 
was no appearance of panic, no exhibition of selfish- 
ness. ‘Those who could not swim were particularly 
enjoined to go in the boat. A large man by the name 
of Seymour, the ship’s cook, had got into the boat.— 
Lieut. Parker commanded him to come out in order 
to make room for two smaller men, and he obeyed 
the order, but was afterwards directed to go in the 
boat when it was found he could not swim. 

Capt. Semmes and Lieut Parker were picked up by 
Mr. Clarke from a grating, and Jacob Hazard, yeo- 
man, was rescued swimming nearthem. Those wha 
survived have told of many instances of heroic self 
devotion, ‘The acting master, Henry A. Clemson, was 
struggling on a small steering sail boom with five oth- 
ers, two of whom could not be supported and he left 
and struck out alone and unsupported. He was seen 
for tne last time upon a sky-light and probably perish- 
ed inthe surf. The five men he left were saved, the 
two who could not swim being supported by their 
comrades, Amos Colson and John Williamson. 

The Mexicans saw the accident from the mole, and 





torun into Vera Cruz. While in chase, the storm 
came on. After various expedients to escape its ef- | 
fects, an order was given to let go the lee main top- 
sail, and on the next instant cut away all tacks and 
sheets. 

Finding she would not pay off, Capt. Semmes or- | 
dered the helm to be put down, hoping to bring her 
to the wind. It was, however, unavailing. From 
the moment she commenced careening she continued 


cheered and exulted for a long time. The brig had 
been for a long time engaged in the blockade, and had 
done more to interrupt the commerce of the port than 
almost all the other vessels. Within the last fort- 
night both town and castle had been kept in a state of 
constant alarm by the burning of the Creole, and oth- 
er demonstrations which I presume you will hear of 
in due time. 1 have no doubt the Mexicans were 
relieved when they saw her sink in the ocean. I ap- 





to go over with great rapidity, and in thirty seconds 
was on her beam ends. In less than ten minutes she | 
sunk. The puff of wind was much more violent than | 
could have been expected from the appearance of the | 
weather. The accident is, however, mainly due to 
the extreme lightness of the vessel. One or two 
minutes after she was over, most of the officers and 
men had gained the side of the vessel or the tops. 

Dr. Wright and Lieut. Parker, passing through the 
weather after port, were the first to reach the main 
chains, ‘They were followed by several men, and an 
attempt was made with such means as were at hand, to 
cut away the main rigging, the men and officers using 
their penknives and sheath knives for the purpose.— 
Captain Semmes, who had been dashed on the lee side 
was now drawn from the water, and as soon as he 
gained the side, directed our exertions. 

Finding there was no chance to save the brig, and 
that she was fast sinking, Capt. Semmes ordered Mr. 
Clarke to shove off with Dr. Wright and seventeen 
men, besides Purser Steel, (who reached the boat by 
swimming as she was clearing the wreck, first en- 
quiring if there was room in the boat for another,) to 
pull for Green Island about half a mile distant, and 
immediately return if possible to save more lives.— 
This order was at once executed, but not until some 
of those in the boat had solicited, by name, each of the 
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pend a list of the lost and saved—37 men saved —37 

lost. One officer, Mr. Rodgers, passed midshipman, 

and one man, John G. Fox, were captured by the 

Mexicans two days before, while reconnoitering an 

important point, in company with Dr. Wright; the 

latter escaped to witness the catastrophe of the brig. 
J.H. W. 

The writer gives an interesting account of the he- 
roic devotion of the foreign vessels at Sacrificios, two 
miles distant, to save the crewof the Somers. Two 
hundred of the erew of the British ship Endymion vol- 
unteered for the service, and among the French and 
Spanish vessels equal heroism was exhibited. The 
gale, however, was so violent that her boats had to 
be recalled. When it abated they again put out, and 
succeeded in saving fourteen lives. We regret that 
we have not space for these interesting details. 

The strange vessel which tempted the Somers from 
shelter was the Abrasia, bound for the squadron. 

Sixteen of those on board the Somers, reached the 
shore on hen-coops, and are now prisoners in Vera 
Cruz. 

List of officers and men lost in the Somers. 

Heary H. Ciemsen, acting masier. 

John R. Hynson, passed midshpman. 

Win. G. Brazier, Ebenezer ‘ferreli, Charles H. 
Haven, James Ryder, James ‘Thompson, Charles 








Lowe, Thos, Young, Wm. Gillan, 
Major Cain, Dennis Kelley, 
Charles MeFarland, Jas. 
John Day, William Purdy, Ed’w McCormick, Wa' 
Emsley, Wm. Quest, John Hargrave, 
dy, John Christopher Myers, Clement C. Willen 
Thomas McGowan, Joseph Antonia, Adolph Be’ 
mente, Manuel Howard, William W. Powers, Hep. 
ry W Spear, James Jefferson, William H. Rose Pe. 


ter Hernandez. 
List of those saved. 

R. Semmes, lieutenant commanding. 

M. G. L. Claiborne, lieutenant. 

John L. Parker, lieutenant. 

John F. Steele, purser. 

Join H. Wright, passed assistant surgeon. 

Francis G. Clark, midshipman. 

Ddmund T. Stevens, purser’s steward. 

Jacob Hazard, yeoman. 

Amos Colson, Wm. Johnson, Mathew Buck, Jobn 
McCargo, John G. Van Norden, Charles Seymour 
John Williamson, John Pollen, John Smith, Henry 
Strommell, Thomas Mulhbollen, John Wakefieij 
William Keys, Francis Haire, Wm. Haire, Wa, 
Lawrence, Jos. Todd, Stephen Maynard, Samel Ben. 
nett, Thomas D. Burns, William Power, Joseph 
Skipsey, Joseph Jones, Chas. Nutlee, Washington 
Cooper, William Dix, Francis A. Waldeon, James 
Chambers. 





en 


On the 13th inst., the same writer says:—As the 
sailing of the Morgan Dix has been delayed by aliead 
wind, [ have an opportunity to add the good news that 
eight more of the men of the Somers have been pick 
ed up by the Mexicans on the beach near Anton Li- 
zardo, whither they were driven by the gale on a hen. 
coop. One of them has since died. ‘I'hey are held 
as prisoners in Vera Cruz. This makes forty-four, 
all told, who have been saved from the wreck. The 
Somers had near eighty souls on board, all told. 

Passed midshipman Hynson, one of the officers Jost 
by the disaster to the Somers, was one of those who 
participated in the burning of the Creole moored to 
the wallsof San Juan de Ulloa. It is said that he 
could have saved his life, but for his generosity in giy- 
ing up his spar to a sailor whom he considered weak 
er than himself. In seeking another support he went 
down. 

Reconnoitring party captured by the Mexicans—On 
the 5th Dec., Midshipman R. Clay Rogers, Dr. J. W. 
Wright, and John G. Fox, a seaman of the Somer, 
went ashore for the purpose of reconnoitring one of 
the enemies’ magazines, and ascertaining the practica- 
bility of destroying it. The party had gonesome dis 
tance from the boat, when they were surroundea by 
seven Mexican soldiers. Dr. Wright made his e* 
cape. Mr. Rogers and the seaman were made prit 
oners, and sent to Perote to be confined there. 

Tue Guir Squapron.—When the Morgan Dix 
sailed from Anton Lizardo, the foilowiag U. S. meq 
of war were lying near that place.—Frigates Raritan 
and Potomac; steamers Mississippi, Princeton, Vixen 
and Petrita; store ship Relief; and Schooners Bonit 
and Petrel. The U. S. schooner Morris—formery 
the Laura Virginia—had sailed for Tabasco with pm 
visions, &c., for the cutter McLane. The John Ad 
ams was blockading Vera Cruz in place of the % 
mers. 

Commodore Conner and Perry were both at Ante 
Lizardo when the Morgan Dix sailed. Among” 
passengers on board the Morgan Dix were Purser. 
Warrington, Jr., of the Mississippi steam frigate, 4 
his clerk, L. Hutchison—both on their way north. 

On the 3d Dec., the U. States store ship Reliet 
rived at Lizardoten days from Pensacola; on the fo 
lowing day the steamer Mississippi, bearing the 
pendant of commodore Perry, accompanied %Y 
steamer Vixen and schooners Petrel and Bunita, * 
came in, last from Tampico. On the (th, the Ut 
frigate Cumberland (having exchanged officers ® 
crew from the Raritan) was towed to sea, bow 
Norfolk, saluting the commodore as she went out 

Three men saved from one of the prize schoom 
recently wrecked, have been sent as prisoners 
rote. Five out of six persons, who were on 
the prize brig Furnante when she was wrecked, ¥° 
lost. It may be recollected that three vessels ™ 
adrift at the time; the prize steamer—we beliet 
was the ‘I'abasquina—has never been heard 
those on board were doubtless losi. 








The population in 1845, was 144% 
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being an increase 10 the last five years, 0 


Alexander Anker’ 
Fennell, Charles True. 


Wa. W. Cap. 

























































































































year, 
intell 
up th 
has 6 
means 
It is 
the fac 
Wh 
impres 
affair. 
have it 
year, w 
such an 
them ac 
with ge 
thorisin, 
for an il 
and larg 
measure 
tration f 
not read. 
not even 
Kentuck 
than the: 
tions reas 
Ad.wuinist 
mea and 
in congre 
Jomed the 
of the pai 
but Mr. 
Whigs of t 
command) 
is ald to G 
With the a 
foremost tx 
enry Cla: 
ould see: 
lalesman | 
a$ inviled 
he has half 
ountry men 
vhi Q une: 
f his part. 
palnst any | 
The Adm 
rected the 
bce war wi 
I posses, 
b the east s1 
Gen, Kea 
eneral Wo, 
ler a Severe 
lor. Ano 
ty. The ¢ 
the Sierra 
§ Just been 
of Calif 
€ squadron. 
MEXICU lias 








ley have 
Y have just 
houth to s 
lillu, and 
Dv. 






ley have 
ident Pare 
War, Bur | 
ly {ron Our 












€ Of San J 
Yani th 
YO Spain ¢ 
REXICY 
(U2 from 
ihe Casi] 
lag to beg) 
Pond in cup 
£., AlCar 
and a | 
4 and Meji: 
eta, 15 lea 
Was Subge 
iy 8S oF t 
: Vaiene; 
hours, oblig 
. OL. xX 




























